
 50 must reads for Year 5… 



“The greatest gift is a passion for reading” 



Book title Lexile level 

The World’s Worst Children—David Walliams 760 

Heroes of Olympus—Philip Freeman 880 

Hetty Feather—Jaqueline Wilson  810 

Time Travelling with a Hamster—Ross Welford 900 

Bridge to Terabithia—Katherine Paterson 810 

An Elephant in the Garden—Michael Morpurgo 890 

The Victory Dos — Megan Rix 930 

Why the whales came—Michael Morpurgo 890 

Sounder—William. H. Armstrong 900 

Clockwork—Philip Pullman  900 

Locomotion—Jaqueline Woodson 860 

The Bone Sparrow—Zana Fraillon 840 

The Nine Lives of Montezuma—Michael Morpurgo 940 

Journey to the River Sea—Eva Ibbotson  860 

The Fork, The Witch, and the Worm—Christopher Paolini 920 

I Am Not A Label—Cerrie Burnell 900 

Odd and the Frost Giants—Neil Gaiman 820 

Listen to the Moon—Michael Morpurgo  960 

Stuart Little—E.B White 920 

The Last Wild—Piers Torday 820 

One Dog and His Boy—Eva Ibbotson 910 

Once—Morris Gleitzman 640 

The Water Horse—Dick King Smith 910 

How to Train Your Dragon—Cressida Cowell 930 

Noble Conflict—Malorie Blackman 810 



Book title Lexile level 

Small Eternities—Michael Lawrence  940 

Return to Sender—Julia Alvarez 890 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix  950 

Watership Down—Richard Adams 880 

Northern Lights — Philip Pullman 900 

The Boggart—Susan Cooper 970 

Okay for Now—Gary D Schmidt 850 

Greta Zargo and the Death Robots from Outer Space—A.F Harold 960 

Goblin Quest—Philip Reeve 960 

Goodnight Mister Tom—Michelle Magorian 760 

Trash—Andy Mulligan 860 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit—Judith Kerr 940 

I am David—Anne Holm 910 

Tom’s Midnight Garden—Philippa Pearce 860 

You Are Awesome—Matthew Syed 880 

Who Let the Gods Out? - Maz Evans 800 

The Strangers—Haddix Margaret Peterson  730 

Horizon—Jenn Reese  750 

The Breadwinner—Deborah Ellis 700 

Wolf Hollow—Lauren Wolk 800 

Playbook—Kwame Alexander  970 

Lion Boy—Zizou Corder 850 

Dragon Rider, The Griffin’s Feather—Cornelia Funke 910 

The Polar Bear, Forbidden Expedition– Alex Bell 970 

Cogheart—Peter Bunzl 820 


