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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 1 

Lesson 1: 

Key Learning:  

To recognise the value of one penny and to recognise the value of coins 

Key vocabulary: 

1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1, coins, more, less, money, pence, 

penny, pennies 

Suggested Do Now: Explore grouping pennies 

Provide pupils with 20 pennies.  

Ask pupils to explore grouping the pennies in to groups of 2, 5, 10 and/ or 20. 

Transition ideas: 

Counting forwards to 20  

New Learning: Resources: 

1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 50p, £1 coins,  

Task sheets 1a and 1b 

Ten frame (large) for developed learning 

Pupils will need more 1p coins than the 

other coins. 

Coins 

Teacher’s note: coins designed since 2008 have the value only written in words.  

Sing the song “The wheels on the bus”. Discuss why money is needed to travel on a bus. 

Show pupils some coins and ask them to talk to a partner about money. What can they tell their partners about 
money? What is it used for and when is it used? What are the different types of money that they know? Share 
ideas and discuss. 

Show pupils a one penny coin and ask them to describe it. It is small, brown and round. It has ‘1’ or ‘ONE 
PENNY’ written on it. Explain that this means it is worth one penny. 

Show pupils two one penny coins and ask them how much money you have now. Model adding the value of the 
two coins: one penny plus one penny is equal to two pence. I have two pence altogether. 

Repeat this process with different values, up to twenty pence. 

Display a bus ticket from Task 1a. 

Ask pupils to read the bus ticket. Explain to pupils that the bus ticket shows how much it costs in pence (how 
many one pennies would be needed to pay for the ticket). 

Select a pupils to count out the same number of one pennies. Introduce and model the Talk Task. 

Talk Task Task 1a 

Pupil A selects a bus ticket and tells Pupil B how much the bus ticket costs.  

Pupil B must count out the same number of one penny coins and pay for the bus ticket. 

Pupils swap roles and repeat. 

Real or play coins should be used for this task.  

Sentence Structure: 

This coin is ___p. It is the same as __ one penny coins or ___ 

___ pence coins. 

___pence is equal to __ pennies. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 1 

 

Suggested 

Develop Learning:  

Develop learning 

Ask pupils to say the coins that they know and show them each coin (up to 50 pence) as they say them. Introduce any unknown coins and explain the value of each. 

Some pupils might suggest £1 and £2 when talking about coins. Show these coins but explain that for this lesson they are exploring coins in pence and not pounds. 

Display the coins for 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p and 50p. 

Show pupils the two pence coin and explain that two pence is equal to two one penny coins. Place two one penny coins on a ten frame. Show pupils a five pence 

coin and explain that the five pence coin is the same as five one penny coins. Place the five one penny coins on a ten frame and, looking at the two ten frames (with 

the two pennies and five pennies), ask pupils which is worth more: the five pennies or the two pennies. Pupils should identify that the five pennies are worth more. 

Now swap the two pennies for the two pence coin and swap the five pennies for the five pence coin and ask pupils which is worth more now. Has the amount of 

money in each ten frame changed? Why or why not? Discuss pupils’ ideas and ensure they understand that the amounts of money have not changed. 

Repeat with other coins and their value in pennies, for example, ten pence and twenty pence. 

Introduce and model the Independent Task. 

Suggested Focus 

Group activity/

Independent 

Learning:  

 

Task 1b 

Pupils can complete this task independently or with a partner. 

Pupils select a bus ticket and must select the correct coin to pay for the ticket, for example, the bus ticket costs 20p. Pupil A selects one 20p coin to pay for the 

ticket. 

Pupils should use real or play coins for this task. 

Plenary: 

 

The plenary should celebrate pupils’ success, address any misconceptions or prepare pupils for another lesson.  

Teachers should plan the plenary based on the lesson to address any misconception. Reinforce that success comes from working hard and trying your best.  

Adapting and 

differentiating: 

 

 Describe a coin and ask pupils to identify it. Pupils can ask questions about it, such as, ‘Is it silver-coloured? Is it round?’ ‘Is it worth more than five pence?’ 

Pupils must show you, using penny coins, the value of the secret coin.  

 Pupils identify which coin has the highest value and which has the least value. They compare two or three coins at a time. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 2 

Lesson 2: 

Key Learning:  

To explore different combinations of coins for a given total up to 10p. 

Key vocabulary: 

money, penny, pence, pennies, how much?, altogether, 1p, 2p, 

5p, 10p, coins 

Suggested Do Now: Sorting coins 

Provide pupils with the coins 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p. 

Ask pupils to sort the coins into two groups. E.g. silver and not silver. Encourage pupils to 
talk about and describe the coin as well as explain why each coin belongs in the group that it 
has been sorted into. 

Transition ideas: 

Counting backwards from 20. 

New Learning: Resources: 

Counters 

Ten frames, five frames (see Resource 1),  

A selection of coins for each pair of pupils, 

including one penny, two pence, five pence 

and ten pence coins. 

Task sheets 2b (1) and (2) 

Combinations of coins to 5p 

Sing the wheels on the bus and review learning from the previous day. Show pupils a one penny coin and ask 
how many pennies are equal to one penny. Count out one penny and explain that one penny is equal to one 
penny. 

Show pupils a two pence coin and ask the same question. Count out two pennies and explain that two pennies 
are equal to two pence. 

Show pupils a five pence coin and ask the same question. Count out five pennies and explain that five pennies 
are equal to five pence. 

Explain that the bus took passengers to the shop. 

Set up a class shop in which all the items cost five pence or less. Show pupils an item that costs three pence and 
explain that you would like to buy this item. Show them a mixture of some one penny, two pence and five 
pence coins and explain that you need to pay using some of these coins. Ask pupils to suggest which ones you 
might use. Pupils could suggest three one penny coins and some pupils might recognise that you could use a 
two pence coin and a one penny coin. If this combination is not suggested, explain it to pupils and show them 
using a five frame and counters how a two pence coin and a one penny coin are equal to three pence. 

Repeat with other examples of items that cost five pence or less. 

Introduce and model the Talk Task. 

Talk Task Explore making a given amount 

Pupils A and B should have a variety of items that can be purchased in the shop. All items 
should be priced at five pence or less. Pupil A selects an item. Pupil B must count out the 
same amount of money to pay for the item using a five frame and counters to represent 
each coin. For example, to use a two pence coin, Pupil B must place two counters onto the 
five frame to represent two pence. Pupil A checks that the amount is correct. 

Pupils swap roles and repeat. 

Sentence Structure: 

__p plus __p is equal to __p. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 2 

 

Suggested 

Develop Learning:  

Combinations of coins to 10p 

Discuss the talk task and address any misconceptions observed. 

Add some new items to the class shop that cost from six pence to ten pence. Select one of the items and ask pupils to think about what coins you might use to pay 

for these items. Use a ten frame to count out the equivalent number of counters for the value of the coin selected. For example, if pupils suggest using a ten pence 

coin, count out ten counters and place them on the ten frame. 

Repeat with several other items and highlight ,where possible, that there is nearly always more than one combination of coins to pay for an item. Pupils can suggest 

using the equivalent number of one penny coins for each amount but they should also be exposed to the other possible combinations. Pupils should draw on their 

experience of counting on when completing these examples. 

Model how to, and encourage pupils to apply addition of two single-digit numbers when finding the total of the coins. 

Suggested Focus 

Group activity/

Independent 

Learning:  

Task 2b 

Pupils look at the items and their costs on the task sheet and must decide what coins are needed to purchase the items. A ten frame is given for each question with 

the correct amount of squares shaded to match the cost of the item in pennies. Pupils should use counters to represent each penny selected and then use coins a 

combination of coins to pay for the item. 

Plenary: 

 

Comparing combinations 

Ask pupils to look at the combinations of coins they made for each item and select a pupil to share his or her combination. Ask pupils if they used a different 
combination. Discuss the different combinations and ensure that pupils understand that both ways are correct. 

Repeat with another example where pupils can apply grouping, sharing and skip counting to find the total such as 10p. 

Display five two pence coins and find the total, encouraging pupils to count in twos. 

Display two five pence coins and find the total, encouraging pupils to count in fives. 

Display one ten pence coins and find the total, encouraging pupils to count in tens. 

Discuss the different combinations and ensure that pupils understand that they all have the same total. 

Adapting and 

differentiating: 

 

 During the Talk Task, once Pupil B has found a combination of coins, Pupil A could find a different combination to make the given amount. 

 Pupils spend time during the Independent Task finding all the possible combinations for ten pence. 

 Ask pupils to place one penny on each shaded space on the ten frame and then exchange the correct number of pennies for a coin with the same value. 

 See Resource 4 (suggestions for differentiation) for examples of how the ‘Next steps for depth’ could be used for this task. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 3 

Lesson 3: 

Key Learning:  

To explore different combinations of coins with a total of up to 20p 

Key vocabulary: 

money, penny, pence, pennies, how much?, altogether, 1p, 2p, 

5p, 10p, 20p 

Suggested Do Now: Sorting coins 

Provide pupils with the coins 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p and 20p. 

Ask pupils to sort the coins into two groups. This could be by colour, or shape for example. 

Encourage pupils to talk about and describe the coin as well as explain why each coin 

belongs in the group that it has been sorted into. 

Transition ideas: 

Skip counting in twos within 20 

New Learning: Resources: 

Counters,  

Number tracks to 20 (see Resource 2),  

A selection of coins for each pair of pupils, 

including one penny, two pence, five pence, 

ten pence and 20p coins 

Task 3b 

Combinations of coins to 15p 

This lesson is a continuation of the previous lesson. Pupils are introduced to amounts greater than ten pence 
and explore the different combinations for such amounts. Pupils should use a number track to twenty for this 
lesson and counters should be used to represent the value of each coin. 

Introduce some new items to the class shop that cost from 11p to 15p. Select an item that costs 11p and ask 
pupils to think about what coins they could use to pay for the items. Ask pupils if there is an 11p coin. [No, 
there is not.] Remind pupils that they can always use 11 one penny coins but encourage them to think of other 
combinations. Discuss and work through their ideas. 

Select another item from the shop and select a pupil to identify what coins might be used to pay for it. Ensure 
correct use of the number track and counters for each coin as each example is modelled. 

Repeat with several other items from the shop. 

Introduce and model the Talk Task. 

Talk Task Explore combining coins to make a given value 

Pupils A and B should have a variety of items that can be purchased in the shop. All items 
should be priced 15p or less. Pupil A selects an item. Pupil B must count out the same 
amount of money to pay for the item using the number track to 20 and counters to 
represent the value of each coin. For example, to use a ten pence coin, Pupil B must place 
ten counters onto the number track to represent 10p and identify how many more pence are 
needed. Pupil A checks that the amount is correct. 

Pupils swap roles and repeat.  

Sentence Structure: 

__p plus __p is equal to __p. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 3 

 

Suggested 

Develop Learning:  

Combination of coins to 20p 

Discuss the talk task and address any misconceptions observed. 

Introduce some new items to the class shop that cost from 16p to 20p. Select an item that costs 17p and ask pupils to think about what coins they could use to pay 

for the items. Ask pupils if there is a 17p coin. [No, there is not.] Remind pupils that they can always use 17 one penny coins but encourage them to think of other 

combinations. Discuss and work through their ideas. 

Select another item from the shop and select a pupil to identify what coins might be used to pay for it. Ensure correct use of the number track and counters for each 

coin as each example is modelled. 

Repeat with several other items from the shop and include some items that cost less than ten pence. 

When modelling how to pay for each item expose pupils to the idea that a ten pence coin can always be used if the amount to pay is ten pence or higher than ten 

pence. Pupils should be encouraged to start with this coin when the item costs more than ten pence. 

Introduce and model the Independent Task. 

Suggested Focus 

Group activity/

Independent 

Learning:  

 

Task 3b 

Pupils may complete this task individually or with a partner. 

Pupils select an item from the task sheet and must decide what coins are needed to purchase the item. There is a number track to 20 in Resource 2; pupils should 

use counters to represent each coin selected and count on until they reach the cost of the item on the number track.  

Plenary: 

 

Using the least amount of coins to pay for an item 

Select an item from the shop, for example an item that costs 15p. Ask pupils if there is a coin worth 15p. [No, there is not.] Look at the number track and explain to 

pupils that we are going to work backwards to find the coin with the highest value that we can use. Look at 14, 13, 12 and 11 and identify that there are no coins for 

these amounts. When you get to 10 on the number track, ask pupils if there is a ten pence coin. Yes, there is, so we can use this. Ask pupils how much more you 

need to pay for the item. You need five more pence. Is there a five pence coin? Yes, there is, so you can use the ten pence coin and the five pence coin to pay for 

the item. 

Adapting and 

differentiating: 

 

 Pupils use only pennies to pay for an item and count on in ones to find the total. 

 See Resource 4 (suggestions for differentiation) for examples of how the ‘scaffolding and constraints’ could be used for this task. 

 Ask pupils to place the correct number of one pennies on the number track for the amount needed and then exchange the correct number of pennies for a 

coin with a higher value. 
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What other coins could you use to pay for each items? 
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Can you find all possibilities? 

What three coins could you use to pay for the book?  
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What is the least number of coins you could pay with? 

What coins could you use to pay for the boat if at least one of them is a 5p?  
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 4 

Lesson 4: 

Key Learning:  

To give change from ten pence 

Key vocabulary: 

money, pence, penny, pennies, left, 1p, 2p, 3p, 4p, 5p, 6p, 7p, 

8p, 9p, 10p 

Suggested Do Now: Teacher’s choice 

The ‘do now’ task should be planned by the teacher based on pupils’ needs. The practice in 

this section must help pupils in the lesson or build fluency in a key skill. 

Transition ideas: 

Skip counting in fives within 20 

New Learning: Resources: 

Ten frames (see Resource 1) 

Class shop with objects priced from 1p to 

10p 

Ten pence coins and ten one penny coins for 

each pair of pupils 

Counters 

Task sheets 4a and 4b 

Giving change 

Explain to pupils that the passengers on the bus have gone shopping. Explain that each passenger has ten 

pence and that the passengers will each buy one thing. 

Give each pair of pupils a ten pence coin, ten one penny coins and a ten frame. 

Select a pupil to ‘buy’ an object from you. (All the objects should be priced at five pence or less.) Clearly explain 

to pupils that you have ten pence and that the pencil, for example, costs three pence. How much money 

(change) will the shopkeeper have to give you back? Model how to swap the ten pence coin for ten one penny 

coins and place them on the ten frame. Explain to pupils that you must now pay for the pencil, which costs 

three pence, so you will take away three pennies. Count and take away three from the ten frame. Clearly count 

how much money is left on the ten frame and explain that this is the change. There is seven pence change. 

Repeat with several other examples that are clearly modelled and explained. Ensure that clear links are made 

to subtraction and support pupils with applying their understanding about subtraction to solve the problem.  

Model the Talk Task. 

Talk Task Task 4a 

Pupil A selects a card and tells Pupil B what the item is and how much it costs. Pupil A pays 

for the item using the ten pence coin. Pupil B must swap the ten pence coin for ten one 

penny coins and place them on the ten frame. Pupil B then takes away the amount of money 

that the item costs and calculates how much change Pupil A should receive. 

Pupils swap roles and repeat. 

Use items from the class shop if possible. 

Sentence Structure: 

I have ten pence. This ____ costs __pence. 

Ten minus ___ is equal to ___. 

I have __pence change. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 4 

 

Suggested 

Develop Learning:  

Giving change 

Discuss the talk task and address any misconceptions observed. Ask pupils to share their experiences of what they found most challenging and why. Work through 

some of the examples. 

Introduce new items into the class shop (priced between six and ten pence). Select a pupil to come and buy an item with a ten pence coin. Ask pupils to think about 

what change the pupil will get from ten pence. Model how to swap the ten pence coin for ten one penny coins and take away the cost of the item to show how 

much change the pupil will get. 

Ask pupils if there is enough money left to buy another item. Discuss why or why not and allow the pupil to make another purchase if possible. Arrange the one 

penny coins on the ten frame again and take away the cost of the second item to show how much change (if any) the pupil will receive. 

Repeat this process with other examples, being sure to include an example where the item purchased costs exactly ten pence so that pupils can see that there is no 

change given. 

Introduce and model the Independent Task. 

Suggested Focus 

Group activity/

Independent 

Learning:  

 

Task 4b 

Pupils are to use a ten frame and one penny coins to find out how much change should be given from ten pence when buying different objects. 

Pupils can record their work on the task sheets. Once pupils have bought an item and received change, they should explore whether they can buy another item with 

the change. 

Pupils should use items from the class shop if possible. 

Plenary: 

 

The plenary should celebrate pupils’ success, address any misconceptions or prepare pupils for another lesson.  

Teachers should plan the plenary based on the lesson to address any misconception. Reinforce that success comes from working hard and trying your best.  

Adapting and 

differentiating: 

 

 Pose a problem for pupils to solve that requires pupils to apply the key learning from lessons 1-4, for example: Tess  had one 10p coin in her purse. She 

went to the shop and bought a lollipop. When she got home, there were exactly two coins in her purse. How much might she have paid for the 

lollipop?  

 Pupils only use ten one penny coins when purchasing an item. 

 In the Independent Task pupils could explore giving different combinations of coins for the change. Pupils could use a bead string or number track to 

calculate the change. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 5 

Lesson 5: 

Key Learning:  

To apply number sense within the context of money 

Key vocabulary: 

money, ten pence, cost, pound, how much?, 20p, 50p, £1 

Suggested Do Now: Sorting coins 

Provide pupils with the coins 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p , 20p and 50p. 

Ask pupils to sort the coins into two groups. This could be by colour, or shape for example. 

Encourage pupils to talk about and describe the coin as well as explain why each coin 

belongs in the group that it has been sorted into. 

Transition ideas: 

Skip counting in tens 

New Learning: Resources: 

Number track 0–50,  

Task sheets 5a and 5b,  

A selection of coins (up to 50p) including 

five ten pence coins for each pair of pupils, 

cubes 

This lesson gives pupils the opportunity to apply previous learning within the context of money. 

Have a variety of coins ready. Show pupils the items from the class shop and introduce some items that cost 

more than 20p. Ask pupils what coins you could use to pay for each item and for each suggestion made (even if 

the suggestion is incorrect) count out the coins and add their values using a 0–50 number track. Discuss how 

much more money is needed for the incorrect guesses and continue adding coins until the cost of the item has 

been reached. 

Repeat with each item. 

Tell pupils that you only have five pence but you would like to buy the orange for nine pence. How much more 

money do you need? Select a pupil to come up and get four pence from the selection of coins available. Do you 

have enough now? Will there be any change? 

Repeat with another item and amount of money. 

Introduce and model the talk task. Most of the items in the talk task are priced higher than six pence so it will 

take pupils at least two turns to buy the items. Ensure that pupils clearly understand this and that they add the 

two values together to purchase an item. 

Talk Task Task 5a 

Pupils play the game using Task sheet 5a. Pupils take turns to throw a die and count out the 

equivalent number of pennies. They may choose to buy an item or wait until their next turn 

if they do not have enough money for the item they want. The object of the game is to buy 

all of the items in the shop. 

Sentence Structure: 

10, 20, 30, 40, 50,  

There is ___p altogether. 

__ costs ____p. I will use ____ coins to pay for the ____. 
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Reception Unit 16: Money Lesson 5 

 

Suggested 

Develop Learning:  

Numbers to 50 

Display a 0-50 number track. 

Show pupils a one penny coin and ask them to identify the value of it. Show them another one penny – how much money is there now? Repeat this process until 

you reach ten. Ask pupils if there is a ten pence coin that we could use instead of the ten penny coins. (Pupils may recognise that you could use two or five pence 

coins but just explain that we are going to keep counting out the ten pennies until we have ten.) Swap the ten pennies for one ten pence coin. Use the number track 

and show pupils where ten is. We have ten pence. Show pupils another ten pence coin and ask them to identify how many pennies the coin represents. It 

represents ten pennies. Explain that you want to find out how much money you now have with two ten pence coins. Model clearly how to count on ten more using 

the number track (start at ten). You now have 20p. Ask pupils if there is a 20p coin. Swap the two ten pence coins for the 20p coin. Show pupils another ten pence 

coin and explain that you want to find out how much money you have now. Ask pupils how many pennies the ten pence coin represents and count on that many 

from 20. If pupils suggest the wrong amount use their suggestion and allow other pupils to correct you when you count the wrong number of spaces. 

Ask pupils if there is a 30p coin. No, so you will keep the 20p and 10p coin. Repeat this process up to 50 and swap 20p, 20p and 10p coins for a 50p coin. 

Pupils are not expected to master this addition within 50 but the exposure to the concept will build on their knowledge of numbers within 50. The bead string or 

stacks of ten cubes could be used to reinforce counting in tens and links should be made to prior learning. 

Introduce and model the Independent Task. 

Suggested Focus 

Group activity/

Independent 

Learning:  

Task 5b 

Pupils can complete this task independently or with a partner. Pupil A selects a card from the task sheet and counts how many pennies there are in each purse. 

Pupil B uses cubes to represent the number of pennies in each purse and stack them together when there are ten. Pupils A and B, together, count how many cubes 

there are, counting in tens. Pupils should then swap the cubes for the equivalent amount of ten pence pieces; for example, there are four stacks of ten cubes so 

pupils swap them for four ten pence pieces. They have 40p. Pupils can record the total amount on the task sheet.  

Plenary: Introduce pounds 

Introduce the £1 coin display a 100 beaded bead string. Explain that if each bead has the value of one penny then one pound has the value of the whole bead string. 
Discuss which is worth more one penny or one pound. Display a £1 coin, a £2 coin and £5, £10, £20 and £50 notes. Discuss the value of each in pounds. 

Adapting and 

differentiating: 

 

 For the talk task, the constraints of the game can be changed so that pupils must use 5p or 10p coins when possible; the cost of the items could be increased 

or decreased or pupils could buy an item more than once. 

 Pupils could use bead strings when calculating the costs of items. Pupils can explain why they used certain coins. Pupils could explore a different combination 

of coins to pay for the same item. 
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