
Autumn 2 - The Great Fire of London (1666) 

Line of enquiry: How did the Great Fire of London start? 

King Charles II Samuel Pepys  

Sir Christopher Wren 

2nd September 

1666 1a.m. -  

The fire starts 

at Thomas         

Farrier’s bakery 

on Pudding 

Lane.  

2nd September   

1666 (evening) 

-  

Houses are 

pulled down to 

stop the fire 

reaching the 

Tower of   

London.  

4th September     

1666 -  

St Paul’s      

Cathedral is   

destroyed by 

the fire.  

2nd September 

1666 

(morning) -  

As news of the 

fire spreads,   

people run to   

escape from its 

path. 

5th September           

1666 -  

The fire starts 

to burn more 

slowly as the 

wind dies 

down.  

6th September 

1666 -  

The fire is    

finally under   

control and 

put out. 

Timeline  

2nd September 

1666 

(morning) -  

Samuel Pepys 

starts to record 

the unfolding 

events in his 

diary.  

3rd September 

1666 -  

People carry 

their belongings 

to safety using 

boats on the 

River Thames.   

Key Questions and Facts  

Why did 

the fire 

spread? 

Houses were too 

close together and 

they were made 

from wood. 

How did 

they fight 

the fire?  

They used water,   

fire-hooks and       

gunpowder to make 

fire-breaks.  

How did 

the fire 

stop?  

The wind died down 

and changed         

direction. 

What       

happened 

after the 

fire?  

The King said that 

houses had to be 

built out of stone 

and brick.   

The Great Fire of London Monument  



past  

present  

before  

now  

fire  

smoke  

diary  

fire hook  

water squirt  

leather bucket  

fire break   

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

St Paul’s Cathedral 
 

River Thames 
 

 

Pudding Lane  
 

London 
 

 

houses 

fire 

streets 

water 

wind 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

shops 

wood 

bakery 

 
Tier 2 Vocabulary   

bright 

burning 

wild 

hot 

smoky  

crackling  

uncontrollable 

damage 

 

 











Autumn 1 - Sheffield History 

Line of enquiry: What events have 

influenced Sheffield’s history?  

Sheffield Timeline  

The Brigantes, 

a Celtic tribe 

had an     

hillfort at  

Wincobank 

near the River 

Don. 

500 BC 

The Romans 

built a wooden 

fort at        

Templeborough 

between      

Sheffield and          

Rotherham 

43 - 410 BC 

 The Romans 

leave. The   

Sheffield area 

became part of 

Northumbria under 

Anglo-Saxon  

control.   

450 - 1066 BC 

The Vikings took 

over Northumbria 

and Sheffield is 

under Danelaw. 

This was land     

that belonged to 

the Vikings.   

865 - 1066 BC 

In Tudor times, 

Mary Queen of 

Scots stayed at 

Manor Lodge for 

plotting to take the 

throne from         

Elizabeth I. 

1570 - 1587 BC 

Sheffield 

Castle is 

knocked 

down     

after the 

Civil War.  

1648 BC 

In Victorian 

times, Sheffield 

began to build 

steel factories 

and trains    

stations were 

being built.   

1837 - 1901 BC 

The 

Great  

Sheffield 

Flood.  

1864 BC 

In the  

Second 

World War, 

Sheffield 

was part 

of the 

Blitz!  

1940 BC 

Sheffield is 

the greenest 

city in Europe. 

It is known 

as the Steel 

City because 

of its past.  

2020 BC 

In 1991, Helen Sharman 

became the first British  

person in Space. Not every 

city has their own       

astronaut! 

Jessica Ennis-Hill is an 

athlete, who won a gold 

medal at the 2012      

Olympics. She is from 

Sheffield and still lives in 

the city! 
Magid Magid was 

the first ethnic, youngest 

ever person to become 

Lord Mayor of Sheffield.   

After a stormy day, a crack appeared in Dale 

Dyke Dam. The dam burst and water roared 

down the valley to Sheffield. It swept away 

houses, mills, workshops, schools and bridges.   

Sheffield began to open lots of steel factories. 300 

people rode on the first train from Sheffield to 

Rotherham. In the 1800’s, Sheffield was growing 

and becoming more smoky.   

In 1842, George Bassett opened his 

sweet factory. It gave jobs for many 

people. It became famous for making 

liquorice allsorts. It is still making them 

today! 

Sheffield FC 

is the world’s 

oldest football 

club, set up in 

1857. 

The Great Sheffield Flood  1864 

The Industrial Revolution  



past  
Gone by in time and no longer existing 

or belonging to a former time.   

present  Existing or occurring now.  

then  At that time or at the time in question.  

decade  A period of ten years.  

centuries  A period of one hundred years.  

flood  
An overflow of a large amount of water 

over what is normally dry land.  

reservoir/

dike 
 

A large natural or artificial lake used as 

a source of water supply.  

steel  
A hard, strong grey metal, used to build 

with or make objects with.  

steelworks  A factory where steel is made.  

Steel City  
Sheffield has been given the name ‘Steel 

City’ because it known for making steel.   

furnace  
A very big oven, used for burning      

rubbish or melting metals.   

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

Sheffield 

 
Sheffield is a city in the English 

county of South Yorkshire.  

factories 

 

 
 A building or group of buildings 

where items are by machine.  

significant 

individual  

 A person who is seen as important 

because of what they have done or 

gone through in their life.   

 

house 

metal 

city  

water 

live 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

shops 

cars 

trees 

 
Tier 2 Vocabulary   

commercial  

growing  

large  

greenest 

smoky  

historical  

industrial  

damage 

 

 



Autumn 2 - Significant Individuals 

Line of enquiry: To Antarctica 

or Asia?  

Scott and his 

other explorers 

set off to find 

the South Pole 

on the             

Discovery  

Expedition.  

 

In 1908, Ernest 

Shackleton made 

another attempt 

to reach the 

South Pole on 

the Nimrod  

Expedition. 

 In 1910, Robert 

Scott set off on 

another expedition 

to reach the 

South Pole. This 

was called the 

Terra Nova.   

In 1911, the Terra 

Nova team set up 

a hut on                

Antarctica in a 

place that they 

named Cape            

Evans. 

The team finally 

achieved  

their incredible goal! 

The Amundsen        

Expedition had   

already reached the 

South Pole! 

Later that 

year, a search 

party set out 

to find Scott 

and the Terra 

Nova team.  

In 1902, Robert Scott, Edward Wilson and     

Ernest Shackleton set off to try to find the 

South Pole on the Discovery Expedition. 

Scott Wilson Shackleton 

Travelling across Antarctica was extremely hard work. 

They had to make their way across ice and through 

thick snow, using pickaxes to clear their path. 

In 1910, Robert Scott set off on another expedition to 

reach the South Pole. However, a rival explorer, 

Amundsen, was camped on Antarctica too! In 1912, 

they reached the South Pole but Amundsen has reached 

it first.   

 

Scott’s Terra Nova expedition ended in tragedy. No one 

1902 1908 1910 1911 17th January 1912 1912 

Amundsen’s team were the first   

people to reach the South Pole.  

 

They had discovered a new 

route to the South Pole that took 

Inb Battuta 

Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan explorer. 

He was born in 1304. He undertook 

a famous 24 year journey that took 

him to Asia. He recorded his travels 

in a famous book called the Rihla. 

At the age of 21, he set off on 

an expedition that should have  

taken 16 months. He did not return 

for 24 years!  

At the age of 50, Ibn Battuta returned 

to Morocco having travelled further than 

any other individual in history. He had 



past  
Gone by in time and no longer existing 

or belonging to a former time.   

present  Existing or occurring now.  

then  At that time or at the time in question.  

decade  A period of ten years.  

centuries  A period of one hundred years.  

Antarctica   

Antarctica, is the southernmost        

continent and site of the South Pole. 

It is a virtually uninhabited,         

ice-covered landmass.  

explorer  
A person who explores a new or   

unfamiliar area.  

expedition   

A journey undertaken by a group of 

people with a particular purpose,   

especially that of exploration or          

research.  

South Pole  
A point at the bottom of the Earth in 

Antarctica. 

British   
Relating to Great Britain or the United 

Kingdom, or to its people or language.  

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

Asia 

 Asia is Earth's largest and most           

populous continent, located primarily in 

the Eastern and Northern Hemispheres.  

journal  

 

 
A daily record of news and events of 

a personal nature; a diary.  

significant 

individual  

 A person who is seen as important 

because of what they have done or 

gone through in their life.   

 

world 

explorer 

snow 

cold 

ice 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

travel 

hot 

country 

 
Tier 2 Vocabulary   

traveller 

pioneer 

freezing  

icy 

disheartened  

summery  

boiling 

globetrotter 

 

 



Summer 1 - Castles 

Dover Castle 

Conisbrough Castle 

Scarborough Castle 

The Tower of London 

Cardiff Castle 

 

The great hall  

guard’s room 

dungeon  

chapel 

store room  

toilet 

battlements 

well 

family quarters 

kitchen 

turrets 

Line of enquiry: What was life like in a medieval 

castle?  

What weapons do we need to use 

to attack a castle? 

trebuchet 

manlet catapult 

siege tower 

battering ram 

tortoise 

Did you know that Sheffield had a castle?                    

It was demolished in 1648 during the English Civil 

War.  

 13th Century  

CONCENTRIC CASTLES WITH OUTER 

AND INNER WALLS. 

Castle Timeline  



castle  

A large medieval building with thick walls,             

battlements, towers, and in many cases a 

moat.  

moat 
A deep ditch that surrounds a castle. It 

can be filled with or without water.  
 

turrets  
A small tower built on the castle, at the 

corner or on top of a larger tower.  
 

keep  
Fortified tower built within castles for            

defence.  
 

bailey 
The bailey was an inner courtyard in the 

middle of the castle. 
 

arrow 

loops  

Arrow loops, or slits, were narrow slits 

cut into the stone walls and used to shoot 

arrows through.   

 

portcullis  
The portcullis was a very heavy gate made 

of metal and very strong wood.   
 

drawbridge 
A bridge that can be lowered or raised to 

enter and exit a castle.  
 

battlements  
The top of the castle wall with raised  

sections and lowered sections. 
 

barbican   

The barbican was a section of wall which 

jutted out around the gateway. Its main 

job was to add strength to the gatehouse.  

medieval   
Period of time 11th century until 16th            

century.  

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

knight/solider  
 

 

Knights were soldiers who had shown 

to be very brave in battle.  

peasantry  
 A poor farmer or agricultural labourer 

of low social status.  

taxes 

 

 

Money given to the government to help 

rule the country. Peasants had to pay 

taxes. They were very poor. 

William the 

Conqueror  

 

 

Became King in 1066 after defeating 

Harold of Wessex at the Battle of          

Hastings. He built castles throughout 

England in order to maintain control.  

 
grand 

regal 

firing 

Tier 2 Vocabulary   

charge 

defend 

secure 

swift 

boisterous 

 

home 

flag 

big 

water 

live 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

hill 

king/queen 

fight 

tower 

arrow 

building 

war 

fearless 

courageous  

conflict 

siege 



Autumn 1 - Anglo-Saxons & Scots 

Line of enquiry: What was life like for 

an Anglo-Saxon? 

Anglo-Saxon Kings  

After the Romans left Britain, it became 

more open to invasion. The Anglo-Saxons 

were made up of people who rowed across 

the North Sea from an area that is now 

northern Germany, Denmark and the       

Netherlands. These people were from three 

tribes: The Angles, The Saxons and The 

Jutes.  In 449AD, the           

Anglo-Saxon                    

invaders arrived in         

Britain. The Britons and 

Scots were driven to the 

West and the North. The 

rest of Britain was              

divided into                   

seven kingdoms in 

556AD.  

410AD -  

The       

Romans 

leave   

Britain             

unguarded.    

556AD -  

Seven           

kingdoms 

are created 

across             

Britain.  

597AD -  

St Augustine    

arrives in          

Britain and              

introduces people 

to Christianity.     

731AD - 

Bede, widely thought 

of as the greatest 

Anglo-Saxon    

scholar, finishes his 

‘History of Britain’.   

779AD - 

King Offa of 

Mercia, builds 

‘Offa’s Dyke’ 

along the 

Welsh boarder.   

1066AD - 

At the Battle of 

Hastings, the 

Normans defeat 

the Ango-

Saxons.     

802AD - 

Egbert of 

Wessex         

became the 

first king of         

England.  

871AD-

899AD - 

Alfred the 

Great 

rules.  

1016-

1035AD 

King Canute 

(Cnut) - the 

first Viking 

king rules.        

927AD 

King           

Athelstan, 

takes York 

(Yorvik) from 

the Vikings.  

1042AD - 

Edward the     

Confessor, son 

of King Ethelred 

the Unready    

becomes King.   

Anglo-Saxon Timeline   

Anglo-Saxon facts:  

 Sutton Hoo is the site of two Anglo-

Saxon cemeteries (near Suffolk) dating to 

the 6th and early 7th centuries CE. One 

contained a ship burial including a wealth 

of Anglo-Saxon artefacts of outstanding             

art-historical and archaeological                    

significance, which are now held in 

the British Museum in London.   

We learn about the  

Battle of Hastings and 

the events leading up to 

it by exploring the   

Bayeux Tapestry.  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Anglo-Saxons
https://kids.kiddle.co/Anglo-Saxons
https://kids.kiddle.co/Anglo-Saxon
https://kids.kiddle.co/Archaeology
https://kids.kiddle.co/British_Museum


AD/CE  

Anno Domini –Used with a date to show how 

many years since the birth of Christ. E.g: it is 

now 2020AD. AD is sometimes replaced by CE 

which stands for Common Era.  

BC/BCE  
Used with a date to show the number of years 

Before Christ or Before Common Era.  

invaders  
People who attack and try to take land from 

other people.  

archaeology   

Archaeology is the study of the past by looking 

for the remains and artefacts left by the people 

who lived long ago.  

Bayeux 

Tapestry  
 

The Bayeux Tapestry is a 70 meter 

long embroidered cloth which depicts the events 

leading up to the Norman conquest of England as 

well as the events of the invasion itself.  

settlement   A place where people make their homes.   

East     

Anglia  
 

East Anglia was a small independent kingdom of 

the Angles. 

Mercia  
Merica was a large Anglo-Saxon kingdom in the 

centre of Britain.  

Wessex  

Wessex was an Anglo-Saxon kingdom in the south 

of the country. Alfred the Great was a well known 

Wessex king.   

Northumbria   

Northumbria was another medieval Anglican  

kingdom in what is now Northern                

England and south-east Scotland.  

Sutton 

Hoo 
 

In 1939, archaeologists discovered an Anglo-

Saxon ship burial at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk.  

St.     

Augustine 
 

St. Augustine was sent by the Pope to share the 

Christian faith with the Anglo-Saxons.   

Battle of 

Edington  

 

 

On May 878AD, an Anglo-Saxon army led 

by Alfred the Great defeated the Great Heathen                  

Army led by Guthrum, resulting in the Treaty of                 

Wedmore later the same year.  

Danelaw 

 

 

Alfred the Great defeated the Vikings in 878AD and 

signed a treaty. It said that the Vikings had to stay 

in their own land - this section became known as 

Danelaw. It was signed in 886AD. 

Battle of 

Hastings  

14th October 1066 

 

 

After the Battle of Stamford Bridge, King Harold II 

was killed by the Normans at the Battle of Hastings. 

William of Normandy became the first Norman king, 

ending Anglo-Saxon rule over England.  

 

skilful 

fierce 

forging 

Tier 2 Vocabulary   

reared 

settled 

religious 

lively 

invade 

communal  

bold 

 

house 

farm 

small 

make 

make 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

busy 

strong 

power 

attack 

live 

wood 

fight 

wooden 

battle 

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

https://kids.kiddle.co/Past
https://kids.kiddle.co/Embroidery
https://kids.kiddle.co/Norman_conquest_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lothian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Heathen_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Heathen_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guthrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Wedmore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Wedmore


Autumn 2 - Stone 

Age to Iron Age  

Line of enquiry: Why 

do historians call this 

period prehistory? 

800,000BC Earliest footprints in Britain date back to this time.  

40,000—        

8,000 BC  
People started creating cave paintings  

25,000 BC  Ice Age in Northern Europe and Britain. 

12,000 BC  Modern humans start living in Britain.  

6,000 BC  
Sea levels rose and Britain became an island (before this 

time Britain was joined to the mainland of Europe).  

4,500 — 

3,500BC 

People begin to make simple pottery and farming starts to 

spread.   

4,000BC People start to ride and use horses. 

3,500BC 
The earliest image of a wheeled vehicle (a wagon) dates 

from this period. It was found on a clay pot in Poland.   

3,000BC 
Stonehenge started to be built and Skara Brae first            

inhabited.  

2,300BC Bronze working introduced.  

1,800BC The first copper mines are dug.  

1,200-

800BC 

Celtic culture starts to emerge. Use of metal work       

increases.   

800BC The first hillforts are constructed.   

700-500BC The use of iron becomes widespread across Britain.    

200BC  
Earliest known reference to Druids. A druid was a            

member of the priestly people amongst the Celts.    

100BC Coins are made for the first time.   

54BC Julius Caesar’s second invasion.   

43AD 
Emperor Claudius organised the final and successful          

Roman invasion of Britain.  

Timeline   

Stonehenge - a              

prehistoric monument in 

Wiltshire, England. Its 

purpose and how it was 

built remains uncertain.  

Skara Brae - a    

stone-built Neolithic 

settlement, located in 

Scotland. It was      

occupied between 

3000 and 2500 BC.  

• Artefacts and cave paintings have been found in caves at              

Creswell Crags, east of Sheffield. Archaeologists have dated these 

to the Palaeolithic period. 

• A Mesolithic "house" - a circle of stones in the shape of a hut 

dating to around 8,000BC, found at Deepcar.  

• Around 500BC (Iron Age), a hill fort was built on a steep hill above the River Don at 

Winocobank, possibly by the Pennine tribe called The Brigantes. 

Maiden Castle - 

one of the largest 

and most complex 

Iron Age hillforts 

in  Europe . It is   

located in Dorset, 

England.  

Stone Age to Iron Age in Sheffield  

The period of prehistory in Britain refers to the time before  

written records began. It begins when the earliest hunter-

gatherers came to Britain from Europe around 450,000BC 

and ends with the invasion of the Romans in 43AD.  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Mesolithic


AD/CE  

Anno Domini –Used with a date to show how 

many years since the birth of Christ. E.g: it is 

now 2020AD. AD is sometimes replaced by CE 

which stands for Common Era.  

BC/BCE  
Used with a date to show the number of years 

Before Christ or Before Common Era.  

chronology   
The arrangement of dates or events in the order 

in which they occurred.  

culture  

Culture is a pattern of behaviour shared by a 

society, or group of people. It is seen in      

people’s writing, religion, music, clothes, cooking 

and what they do.   

tribe  
A group of families or communities that share a 

common culture and language. 

artefacts  
An artefact is any object or process resulting 

from human activity.  

Prehistoric   Prehistoric means the time before recorded history.  

hunter-

gathers 
 

A member of a nomadic group who hunt or            

harvest food that grows in the wild.  

era  A length of time covering many years.  

round-

house  
 

A circular house with a conical thatched roof built 

from the Bronze Age to Iron Age. 

hillfort  

A fort built on a hill with outer walls or ditches. 

The Celts built these forts in the Iron Age for 

defensive purposes. 

flint  
 

 

A type of stone that can be shaped into blades, 

knives and spears for hunting.  

Stone 

Age  

 

 

The stone age is the name given to the earliest period 

of human culture when stone tools were first used. 

This very long period of time that we can break up 

into three sections: Palaeolithic Age, Mesolithic Age 

and Neolithic Age. 

Bronze 

Age  

 The bronze age is the time period when bronze             

replaced stone as the preferred materials for making 

tools and weapons.  

Iron 

Age 

 

 
The iron age is the time period when iron became the 

preferred choice of metal for making tools.  

 

cavern 

dank 

foraging 

Tier 2 Vocabulary   

farmed 

mined 

rustic 

culture 

implement  

dwelling 

evolve 

 

stone 

damp 

simple 

early 

search 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   

grow 

dug 

plain 

cave 

tool 

animals  

metal 

earthen 

prehistoric 

Tier 3 Vocabulary   

http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ob/Object_(philosophy)
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/pr/Process
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/hu/Human


Summer 1 - The Tudors  

Line of enquiry: Why did religion 

change in the Tudor era?  

1485 
Henry Tudor defeated Richard III at the Battle of            

Bosworth. War of the Roses ends.  

1486 Henry VII marries Elizabeth of York.   

1502 Henry VII’s son Arthur died. 

1503 

James IV of Scotland married Margret Tudor (Henry’s              

daughter). This meant peace between the two countries 

but gave James VI’s descendants a claim to the throne.    

1509 Henry VIII becomes king.   

1534 
Henry VIII makes himself head of the English Church,   

separating from the Catholic church.  

1536 The Bible is printed in English for the first time.   

1535

-1541 

Henry VIII puts Thomas Cromwell in charge of The                    

Dissolution of the Monasteries.   

1545 
The Mary Rose sinks in an attempted invasion by the 

French.  

1547 
Edward VI (aged 9) becomes King after his father died. 

He is Protestant. 

1553 
Edward VI died and was succeeded by his cousin Lady 

Jane Grey. Her reign lasted only nine days!  

1553 

Mary I led a rebellion against the new queen and had 

her imprisoned in the Tower of London and later            

executed. She returned England to Catholicism.  

1554 Mary I married King Phillip II of Spain. 

1558 
Elizabeth I becomes queen. Returns England to                  

Protestantism.    

1577 Sir Francis Drake sets sail to circumnavigate the world.     

1588 The English defeated the Spanish Armada  

1591 William Shakespeare’s first play was performed.  

1603 

Queen Elizabeth I died, ending the Tudor period. James I 

(James VI of Scotland) son of Mary, Queen of Scots   

became king.   

Timeline   The Tudors were a dynasty of kings and queens 

who ruled England between 1485 and 1603. The 

Tudors produced two of England’s most successful 

and famous monarchs, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I.  

Henry VII Henry VIII Edward VI Lady Jane Grey Mary I Elizabeth I 

Tudor 

Monarchs 

The Spanish  

Armada (1588)  

 Rich Poor 

Houses Large, comfortable and glass windows. Small, often damp and very little furniture. 

Food 

All kinds of meat (deer, pheasant and        

rabbit), fish, wine, bread, vegetables, fruits 

and sugar to sweeten.  

Course rye and barley bread, watered ale, oats, fish 

and soups made from vegetables and herbs.             

Sometimes farmed goods e.g. milk and eggs.   

Clothes  

Ruff, silk shirts, padded gowns, clothes         

decorated with jewels and embroidered with 

gold thread.  

Wore simple, loose-fitting clothes made from woollen 

cloth. Men wore a woollen tunic and woman wore a 

woollen dress and a cloth bonnet.   

Leisure  Plays, jousting, hunt and playing music  Singing, dancing, executions and watching plays. 



AD/CE  
Anno Domini. AD is sometimes replaced by CE 

which stands for Common Era.  

monarch   A leader of a country, e.g. a King or Queen.  

heir   
The person next in line to throne who will take 

over when the current monarch dies.  

reign  The period of time that a monarch rules.  

dynasty  The Tudors 
A family of rulers who rule over a country for 

a long time.  

Catholic   
A form of Christianity under the control of the 

Pope.  

Protestant   
Followers of Christianity who are separate from 

the Roman Catholic Church 

reformation  

The act of changing (reforming) something. In 

this case the reformation of the church to remove 

the Pope’s control.  

The 

Church of 

England 

 

Henry VIII created the Church of England so 

that he could divorce his first wife. The catholic 

church did not permit divorce.  

dissolution  

The act of separating something or breaking it 

up. Henry VIII closed all monasteries in England 

and took their wealth.   

treason  To betray your country or monarch.  

beheading   
A punishment which resulted in your head being 

chopped off with an axe.  

divorce  
The legal ending of marriage. Henry VIII             

divorced two of his wives.  

armada   A fleet (group) of warships.  

The Battle 

of              

Bosworth 

 

 

This battle was an important battle during the Wars of 

the Roses in 15th century England. It was fought         

between the Yorkist King Richard III and 

the Lancastrian ended Henry Tudor. It ended in 

the defeat and death of Richard and the beginning of 

the Tudor dynasty.  

Act of          

Supremacy 

 The Act of Supremacy (1534) confirmed the break 

from Rome, declaring Henry to be the Supreme Head 

of the Church of England.  

The Spanish               

Armada 

(1588)  

 

 

A Spanish naval fleet sent by Spain's King Philip 

II to attack Britain in 1588. It was defeated by 

the English during Queen Elizabeth I's reign.   
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7,500 BC 

The first settlers arrive in the Nile Valley. As the      

climate becomes drier, the area turns to desert and                 

people move closer to the river to farm the land.     

3100 - 

2950 BC 

The Egyptian State is founded. Hieroglyphics are first 

used. Trade increases and food is distributed Records are 

written on papyrus. 

2950 - 

2575 BC  

The first Egyptian pyramid, the step pyramid, is built. It 

stood over 70 meters tall! 

2,555 BC  
The Giza Pyramids are built for kings Kufu, Kharfe and 

Menkaure. 

2,520 BC The Great Sphinx of Giza is built.   

2,125 - 

1,975 BC  
Egypt is divided into the north and the south.  

2,000 BC 
First ploughs are attached to oxen. This revolutionises 

farming and makes the production of food much easier.  

1,975 - 

1,640 BC  

Egypt is reunited. Once united, Egypt had long periods of 

success. Three of the best-known periods are called The 

Old Kingdom, The Middle Kingdom and The New Kingdom. 

1,539 - 

1,070 BC 

Around 1,550BC that many of the royal tombs were built 

in the Valley of the Kings.  

1,539 - 

1,075 BC  

Amongst other great Pharaohs, the famous female           

Pharaoh Hatsheput, and the boy Tutankhamun rule.       

Rameses II also ruled for 67 years.  

1,332 BC 

The 10 year rule of Tutankhamun begins. The boy king is     

arguably the most famous pharaoh of our time. His tomb 

was discovered intact in 1922 by Howard Carter.  

1,070 BC 
The gods Ra and Amun are joined to create Amun-Ra, 

the king of the gods.  

332 BC  

Alexander the Great (a Greek ruler), conquers Egypt and 

founded Alexandria. He and his general, Ptolemy,        

establish a dynasty. Ptolemy I becomes Pharaoh in 305BC.   

196 BC The Rosetta Stone is carved.   

51 - 30 

BC 

Cleopatra VII’s reign, the last Pharaoh of Egypt, begins. 

During her reign, she had a son with Roman leader,  

Julius Caesar. She is defeated in 30 BC by the Roman 

leader Octavian and is believed to have committed suicide.    

30 BC Egypt becomes part of the Roman Empire.   

Timeline   

 

 

Society: The Egyptians had a      

structural society. The diagram 

shows the most important at the 

top - the Pharaoh.  

In the beginning: Egypt used to 

be split into two parts - Lower 

Egypt and Upper Egypt.     

According to stories, a ruler 

called Menes united the two parts 

and created Memphis, Egypt’s 

first capital city. Some people 

think a king called Narmer united 

the two parts as there is more 

evidence to suggest he was real.   

Ancient Egypt was one of the greatest civilizations in history until 

Egypt fell to the Roman Empire in 30 BC. Historians usually group 

the history of Egypt into three major kingdoms called the Old King-

dom, the Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom. The Ancient Egyp-

tians settled around the Nile River, and built temples and pyramids 

that you can still see today! 

Autumn 1 - Ancient 

Egypt  

Embalming/mummification Process: 

1. First, Wash the body so that body is clean. 

2. Through the nostrils, steadily pull out the brain.  

3.Remove all internal organs except the heart. Put 

them into canopic jars.  

4.Cover the body in natron leave it to dry for 40 days.  

5.When the body has dried, pack the body with sawdust.  

6. Apply makeup and fake eyes and hair.   

7. With care, wrap the body in linen, adding 

amulets for luck.  

8.Finally, place the mummy in a sarcophagus. 

Egyptian Gods and Goddesses: 

Line of enquiry: What           

achievements did the Egyptian         



BC/BCE  
Used with a date to show the number of years  Before 

Christ or Before Common Era.  

civilisation  
The stage of human social and cultural development 

and organization that is considered most advanced.  

enquiry  
An act of asking for more information through        

investigation.  

time period   An amount of time in history. 

ancient  From a time long past.  

Egyptologist   An archaeologist who specialises in Ancient Egypt.  

excavation   
To dig in the ground to discover old buildings or    

objects that have been buried for a long time.  

hieroglyphics  
A system of writing that used pictures and symbols 

(hieroglyphs) instead of letters.  

The River 

Nile  
 

The river was the life source upon which life in          

Ancient Egypt flourished. It created (and still creates) 

banks of fertile soil to live and farm on.      

irrigation   

Egyptians built a system of canals that caught the Nile’s 

flood waters and transported the water to the fields to 

enable crop growth.   

mummification/

embalming 
 

The process of preserving a body after death in           

preparation for the afterlife.  

Afterlife  
The place where Egyptians believed they would go after 

they died.  

canopic jars  
Symbolic jars that held the organs of a mummy      

including the lungs, intestines, liver and stomach. 

sarcophagus  A large box that held a mummy’s coffin. 

pyramids  A structure with triangular sides built as an tomb.  

Pharaoh   The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt. Seen as a god.  

papyrus  Papyrus (a plant) was used to make an early version of paper.  

shaduf  
A hand-operated device for raising water, especially for 

irrigation.  

Rosetta 

Stone  

 

 

A stone with writing carved into it. French soldiers 

found it in Egypt in 1799. It helped people get a     

better understanding of the Ancient Egyptian writing            

system. Its discovery led to the translation of Ancient 

Egyptian writing.  

Howard 

Carter 

 A British archaeologist who discovered Tutankhamun’s 

tomb in November 1922.  

Akhet  
 

 

The season of the year when the Nile river    

flooded. 

The Great 

Sphinx  

 The Great Sphinx of Giza is a limestone statue of a 

reclining sphinx, a mythical creature with the body of 

a lion and the head of a human. It is 66 feet high! 
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Summer 1 - The Romans and 

their impact on Britain 

Line of enquiry: How did the  

Romans change Britain?  

735 BC  Founding of Rome. Rome is built.  

509 

BC  

Rome becomes a republic. The last king is overthrown           

and Rome is now ruled by elected officials called senators.  

55-54 

BC 

Julius Caesar (the first dictator of Rome) leads two Roman 

military expeditions to Britain, but was driven back by the Celts 

on both occasions. 

44 BC 
Some people in Rome felt that Caesar was too powerful. They 

plotted to kill him. Caesar was assassinated. 

43 AD 
Emperor Claudius successfully invades Britain. The Romans 

establish a capital at Colchester.    

50 AD 

Londinium (London) is founded. It was later established as a 

seat of governance after Boudicca sacked Colchester during her 

revolt.    

61 AD 

Boudicca leads a rebellion of the Iceni against the Romans. 

After burning down Colchester, London and St Albans,    

Boudica was eventually defeated at the Battle of Watling Street.  

73 –79 

AD 

The Romans conquer Wales. They build a network of forts 

across Wales. Agricola, whilst governor of Roman Britain,  

attempts to conquer Scotland for Rome, but is unsuccessful.  

80 AD In Rome, the Colosseum is built. It could seat 50,000 people!  

100 AD 
Most of the 8,000 miles of Roman roads in Britain are             

completed, allowing troops and goods to travel easily. 

122-

128 AD 

Emperor Hadrian builds a wall (Hadrian’s Wal) on the Scottish 

border to keep the tribes of Scotland (the Picts) out.   

140 AD The Romans conquer Scotland (Caledonia ).   

216 AD 

In order to better control Britain, the Romans divided the  

country in two. The South became know as Britannia Superior 

and the North as Britannia Inferior. 

300 

AD 

Every Roman town had its own Roman bath. They had built 

over 900 of them.   

306 

AD 

Constantine ‘the Great’ is declared Emperor in York. He converts 

to Christianity making Rome a Christian Empire.     

401-

410 AD 

The Romans withdraw from Britain to defend other areas of 

the Empire against Barbarian invasions: Roman rule         

ends in Britain and the Anglo Saxon era begins.  

455 

AD 
The Roman Empire collapses.   

Timeline   
Around 2,000 years ago, Britain was ruled by the Celts. But this was 

about to change. The Roman army had been building an Empire across 

Europe. Now it was coming for Britain! In AD43, the full might of the 

Roman army landed and changed Britain.   

This map shows the Roman Empire 

at its largest during 117AD.  
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The Roman Army: 

Roman soldiers were grouped 

into larger numbers called  

legions. There were over 

5,000 soldiers in a legion. 

The Romans used various  

formations to protect            

themselves. Formations include 

the wedge and 

the tortoise. 

groin  

Food 

and 

drink  

They ate vegetables, bread, fish and meat. The 

poor might only eat a simple meal of vegetables and  

porridge, whereas the rich could enjoy such luxuries as 

several course meals and exotic food and wine. The 

wealthy laid on their sides to eat and ate with their 

hands.   

Clothes 

The wealthy wore togas made from wool or linen. Some 

colours and markings on togas were reserved for certain 

people and certain occasions. Rich women wore long 

cotton tunics, jewellery. They had specially trained slaves 

to help them dress.  

School 

Boys and girls from well-off families went to school 

when they were seven years old. They studied reading, 

writing and sums. Poor children stayed at home and ran 

errands or looked for work.        

Daily 

Life 

They would go to the amphitheatre to watch the             

gladiators fight, went to the stadium to watch chariot 

racing, going to the markets, visited the public baths, 

watched theatre and the rich held dinner parties.  

Roman Daily Life: 

The Romans gave us: 

Language: They spoke and wrote in Latin and 

many of our words are based on Latin words.  

The Calendar: Todays calendar was started by        

Julius Caesar. 

Laws: The laws and the ways we deal with 

crime originally came from the Roman Empire. 

They also gave us: 

• Roman Numerals  

• Plumbing and 

central heating 

• Concrete 

• Roads 

• Religion 

• Coins 

• Measurement: 

miles, feet 

and inches  



Primary and   

secondary 

sources. 

A primary source is an original document or other material that has not 

been changed in any way. A secondary source is a second-hand         

account that interprets primary sources.  

empire A group of countries that are controlled by one ruler. 

conquer To take control of a place by fighting. 

Emperor  The person who rules an empire. 

aqueduct  A structure, like a bridge, that is used to carry water. 

Celtic tribes 

(Celts) 

The tribes who lived in Britain during the Iron Age. Celtic tribes also 

lived in mainland Europe.   

Iceni tribe 
A Celtic tribe who were led by Boudicca into a rebellion against the  

Romans.  

rebellion  Where people join together to fight against the person or group in charge.   

auxiliary 

troop 

A group of soldiers who were not citizens of Rome but fought for the 

Roman army. The Auxiliary soldiers provided the army's cavalry and 

light infantry; the soldiers received citizenship when they retired.  

legionary 
A soldier in a Roman legion. The legionaries were the elite (the very 

best) soldiers.  

citizen 
A person who belongs to a country and has the legal rights offered to 

the people of that country.  

Picts  A Celtic tribe that lived in northern Britain (in what’s now Scotland).  

government  A group of people who control and make the decisions for a country. 

Latin The language spoken and written by the Romans.  

gladiator  

A person who fought people or wild animals to entertain others. The 

majority of gladiators were slaves and criminals. They were trained in 

special gladiator schools called ludi. If a man was really good, he 

might keep winning and get his freedom.  

chariot A vehicle with two wheels pulled by horses.  

hypocaust An under-floor heating system used by the Romans to get houses warm.   

mosaic 
A picture made up of tiny tiles. The Romans used their mosaics in their 

villas (large home for the wealthy).  

slaves 

Slaves were mainly prisoners captured in battle. They came from any 

country in the Roman Empire including Britain. Slaves could be men,    

women, boys or girls. If a slave married and had children, the children 

would automatically become slaves. 

Boudicca’s 

Rebellion  

Boudicca’s husband, Prasutagus, king of the Iceni tribe died. The Iceni 

were initially on good terms with the Romans. After Prasutagus died, the 

Roman army wanted to take over all of his land. Boudicca was infuriated 

by this. She managed to build up an army and attacked Colchester 

(Camulodunum) and London (Londonium). Although her campaign was 

initially successful, her forces were defeated at the Battle of Watling Street 

in 61 AD as the Roman army were strong and better organised.  

Hadrian’s 

Wall  

Constructed after the visit of Emperor Hadrian in 122AD by the Roman 

army, Hadrian's Wall was constructed and protected by the Roman soldiers 

living in forts alongside it.  
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Summer 2 - The Victorians 

Line of enquiry: What was it 

like for children in Victorian 

Britain?  

The Victorian period is named after Queen Victoria who reigned 

over Britain and a world Empire from her coronation in 1837 to 

her death in 1901 – 64 years. Life in Victorian England was very 

different to today. It was a time of great wealth and poverty, as 

well as invention and scientific discovery.  

1837 William IV died and his niece Victoria became Queen at the age of 18.  

1837 The new Houses of Parliament are built.  

1838 ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens is published.  

1838 
The first photograph taken, by Louis Daguerre in France and William Henry 

Fox-Talbot in Britain.  

1838 Slavery is abolished in the British Empire.  

1840 The first postage stamps (Penny Post) came into use  

1840 Queen Victoria marries Prince Albert.  

1841 The Great Western Railway from Bristol to London was completed.           

1842 The Mine Act means that children under 10 can no longer work in the mines.  

1844 
The Factory Act means that children between 8 and 13 no longer have to 

work over 6½ hours a day.  

1844

-45 
8,000km of railway track built across Britain  

1852 The first post boxes were built.   

1850 
Workhouses opened to try to help the poorest people who had no money. In 

return for their labour, the workers were given a bed and basic food.  

1851 The first free public library opened in Winchester.  

1854

-56 
The Crimean War fought by Britain and France against Russia.  

1856 According to law, every county now has to have its own police force.  

1861 Prince Albert dies from typhoid.  

1864 Children under 10 can no longer work as chimney sweeps.  

1868 The last public hanging.  

1871 Queen Victoria opens the Royal Albert Hall.  

1872 The first FA cup final is held.  

1876 Alexander Bell invents the telephone 

1876 Queen Victoria is declared Empress of India.   

1878 Public places in London are given electric lighting for the first time.  

1880 The Education Act makes school compulsory for all children.  

1881 The first home with electric lighting is built.  

1901 Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII (her son) becomes king.   British Empire in 1901 

Victorian Schools: 

Schools were not free until 1891. Up until then 

children had to pay to go to school. Children 

were often taught by reading and copying 

things down, or chanting things till they were 

perfect.  

Children usually wrote on slates with slate      

pencils. Schools did not teach music or PE in 

the way that schools do now. Children              

sometimes did 'drill' (PE) in the classroom. In 

Victorian schools during the afternoons the 

girls and boys did different lessons. The boys 

were taught lessons such as                 

woodworking. The girls were taught how to 

cook and how to sew.  

What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain?  

Children from poor families Children from rich families 

• Had few luxuries. 

• Ate poor food 

• Worked long hours 

• Lived in damp, filthy      

conditions. 

• Many children died of          

disease. 

• Usually well fed, clean 

and well clothed. 

• Didn't need to work 

• Went on holidays 

• Had expensive toys 

• Had pets such as ponies 

Industrial Revolution: 

The Industrial Revolution was a time 

when the manufacturing of goods 

moved from small shops and homes 

to large factories. This shift brought 

about changes in culture as people 

moved from rural areas to big cities 

in order to work. It also introduced 

new technologies, new types of 

transportation, and a              

different  way of life for many.  

Victorian Schools: 

Victorian schools are known for their harsh discipline. 

If you were seen to be naughty you could get: 

• the cane  

• finger stocks   

• hanged in a basket from the ceiling 

• the ‘dunce’ (stupid) hat  

• lines 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/victoria.htm


AD/CE Anno Domini. AD is sometimes replaced by CE which stands for Common Era.  

 Victorian era The period between 1836 and 1901 when Victoria was the Queen.  

empire A group of countries that are controlled by one ruler. 

British Empire  Lands that Britain controlled all over the world (for example, India). 

class A group of people sharing a similar social rank.  

Workhouse  
A building for which very poor people were sent and made to work in       

return for food and shelter.  

slavery 

The practice of people owning other people is called slavery. In 1834, slaves in 

the British Empire started a period of 'apprenticeship', during which they were 

obliged to work without pay for their former owners due to the Slavery Abolition 

Act 1833. Parliament voted for complete emancipation (freedom without                  

apprenticeship) to take effect from 1st August 1838.  

Industrial        

Revolution  

A period where machines began to be used more in factories and more goods 

were produced as a result.  

industry  The work and processes involved in manufacturing things in factories.  

Railway network 
The Victorians developed the railway network. Between 1844-45, 8,000km 

of railway track built across Britain.  

invention  The act of making/creating something new that hasn’t been done before.  

chimney sweep  

Small boys (starting at the age of 5 or 6 years) would be sent scrambling up 

inside the chimney to brush soot away. In 1864, children under 10 could no 

longer work as chimney sweeps.  

blackboard 
A large board with a smooth dark surface attached to a wall or supported on an 

easel and used by teachers in schools for writing on with chalk.  

‘The ‘Three R’s’ 
The most important lessons were in reading, writing, and arithmetic (maths) know 

as the 'three R's'.  

abacus  
A wooden frame with beads on. It was used to help children with their counting 

and sums.  

cane 
Teachers used a cane to hit children on their hands or on the back of their legs 

as way of punishment.   

The Education 

Act 1880 

This law makes compulsory schooling for all children between 5 and 10. In 

1889, the leaving aged was raised to 12 from 10. A few years later, In 1891, 

the schools became free.  

The Mine Act 

1842  
Children under 10 could no longer work in underground coal mines.  

The Factory 

Act 1844 

The Factory Act stops children between 8 and 13 working more than 6.5 

hours a day.  

The             

Crimean War             
A war fought by Britain and France against Russia between 1845-1856. 

Florence 

Nightingale  

Florence Nightingale went to the Crimean War to nurse wounded soldiers. 

She made changes to nursing, made hospitals more sanitary places and 

showed people that nursing was a very important job.  

Mary Seacole 

Mary Seacole was a Jamaican woman who overcame racial            

prejudice to help others. She travelled to London to ask permission to go 

and nurse the soldiers in Crimea, but she was refused. Mary decided she 

would pay for herself to get to the Crimea. She set up her own hospital 

just two miles from the fighting. She called it the ‘British Hospital’. She 
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Autumn 1 - Mayan Civilisation 

Line of enquiry: How     

advanced was Mayan society?  

2000 BC Farming villages begin to form across the Maya region.  

1100 BC 
The first hunter gathers settle along the Pacific Coast and then expand 

into the central highlands. 

800 BC 
Village farming and trade becomes established throughout the Maya 

Region. 

700 BC Mayan writing is developed in Mesoamerica. 

600 BC 
The Maya begin to farm. This enables their society to support larger 

populations and the cities begin to grow in size.  

600 BC 

The settlement at Tikal is formed. This will be one of the major cities in 

the Maya civilization. It will reach its peak in power during the Classic 

period.  

400 BC Earliest solar calendar are carved in stone. 

300 BC The social structure in Maya adapts to include Kings as rulers. 

100 BC The first pyramids are built. 

450 AD 
The city-state of Tikal dominates the tropical lowland of the central 

region. 

560 AD The city-state of Tikal is defeated by an alliance of other city states.  

900 AD 

The southern lowland cities collapse whilst northern lowland sites         

flourish. The reason for the collapse of the Maya Classic period is still 

a mystery to archaeologists. This signals the end of the Classic period.  

925 AD 
The city-state of Chichen Itza becomes the most powerful city state in 

the region. It will rule for the next two hundred years.  

1250 AD After declining for years, Chichen Itza is abandoned.  

1283 AD Mayapan becomes the capital city of the Maya civilization.  

1517 AD 
 The Post-classic period comes to an end with the arrival of the     

Spanish and conquistador Hernández de Córdoba.  

1519 AD  Hernan Cortes arrives and explores the Yucatan Peninsula.  

1541 AD Many of the Maya city-states are conquered by the Spanish.  

1542 AD The Spanish found the city of Merida.  

1695 AD 
The ruins of Tikal are discovered by a Spanish priest who is lost in the 

jungle.  

Timeline 
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Gods and Religion:  

The Maya believed in and worshipped a 

number of different gods. They believed 

that the gods had a good side and a 

bad side and that they could help or 

hurt them. The Maya would dance, 

sing and sometimes make offerings 

of blood to the gods to demonstrate 

their respect and loyalty. 

Kukulcan - He is god of the four          
elements, water, air, fire and earth. 

Ix Chel - She is the goddess of childbirth, healing, weaving 
and the moon.  

Chac - He is god of storms and rain.  

Hun Ixim - He was the maize god and well respected.     Hun Ixim 

Ix Chel 

Chac 

Kukulcan 

King 

Nobles and       

Priests 

Palace Officials  

Framers and slaves 

Society: 

Mayan society was structured a 

bit like a pyramid. The higher up 

the pyramid you were, the more 

important you were:  

Housing: 

The most common houses had walls made of stone or mud. They had 

thatched roofs. Mayan houses were oval in shape and had just one room. Families 

would all live and sleep in one room. Extended family members 

would build their houses next to each other. Rich Maya lived in 

more elaborate houses built of stone, often on raised platforms.  

The Maya lived in central America around 4000 years ago (2000 BC) and developed a 

sophisticated culture of city states with fine monumental buildings and characteristic 

stepped pyramids (e.g. Chichen Itza). They were the first Mesoamerican civilisation to 

develop a writing system. Around 900 CE, southern Maya cities became abandoned 

whilst the northern cities flourished. No one knows for sure why this happened. In the 

mid 1500’s, the Spanish colonisation began to take over most Mayan lands. It took the 

Spanish 170 years to subjugate the Maya peoples.   

What did the Maya achieve? 

The Maya were very good mathematicians - they created a number system and 

even developed the concept of 0. They created a writing system using glyphs 

which were carved into bark and stone. They developed the science of astronomy,       

created a calendar system, built elevated roads to create trade routes. Not only 

this, they built huge stone pyramids and temples. The Maya vulcanised rubber to 

play ball games (pok-a-tok). They were skilled in agriculture and created an        

irrigation system to harvest crops and made chocolatey drinks using cocoa 

beans. Their culture allowed them to create beautiful artwork, weave textiles and 

created pottery. They did this all independently away from European influence.  



change and 

continuity 

 ‘Change’ refers to something that is obviously different from what occurred previously. 

‘Continuity’ refers to things that stay the same, relatively unchanged, over time., sometimes 

lasting till the modern world.   

legacy 

Anything handed down from the past (i.e. skills, culture or objects), as from        

ancestors or predecessors. Despite the fall of the great cities, the Mayan civilisation didn’t 

end completely. Small groups of Maya continued to live in the rainforests of Mesoamerica. 

These people kept the Mayan legacy alive; the Maya still live in the region today.  

Maya The collective noun for the Mayan people.  

Mesoamerica  
The region in which the Maya lived, spanning over Mexico and parts of Southern     

America.  

Yucatan    

Peninsula  
An area in south eastern Mexico where some of the Maya civilization developed.  

city state 

Mayan society was organised into city states. Each city has its own king or queen who 

had complete control over his subjects. City states would often trade with each other but 

would also go to war frequently to try and gain power for their city state.  

Pre-classic 

Period  

The period of Maya history running from the start of the Maya civilization around 2000 

BC to the start of the Classic Period in 250 AD. 

Classic     

Period 
The golden age of the Maya civilization running from 250 AD to 900 AD.  

Post-classic 

Period  

The period of Maya history running from the end of the Classic Period in 900 AD to 

the end of the Maya civilization in 1500 AD.  

civilisation 
The stage of human social and cultural development and organization that is           

considered most advanced.  

pyramid 
A large monument with four sides that tapers at the top. The Maya build step pyramids 

with flat tops. At the top they built a temple to their gods.  

cocoa Seeds that the Maya used to make chocolate.  

maize Corn – a major resource of food for Mayan people. Part of their religious culture too.  

quetzal   A type of jungle bird with feathers that the Maya used in their clothing and headdresses.  

cenote 
A sinkhole or pit filled with water, cenotes were sources of water for the Maya and were 

also used as places of sacrifice.  

hieroglyph  A symbol that has a worded meaning, read like our graphemes.  

glyph A symbol used in writing.  

codex/codices  

A Maya book is called a codex (or codices for more than one). They were painted onto 

a paper made from bark and folded. Unfortunately, the Spanish destroyed most of them 

during their conquest and today only four examples survive.   

temple A building used for the worship of a god or gods in some religions.  

worship The feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity (god).  

ceremony  
A formal event at which special things are done for religious, cultural        

reasons.    

sacrifice A slaughtering of an animal or human as an offering to please the gods.  

tomb A large stone structure or underground room where someone is buried.  

calendar  
A table showing all the days, weeks and months of the year. The Maya 

observed the movement of the sun, moon and stars to create calendars. 

nobles and 

priests  

These were very important people who were educated. They were the scribes 

and astrologers of society. They lived in grand houses.  

pok-a-tok 

The ball game was played as part of religious ceremonies between two teams 

who had to pass the ball without touching it with their hands. Elbows,     

forearms, hips or knees could be used and points were scored by striking the 

ball through a stone ring.  

Chichen 

Itza   

The most powerful city-state during the start of the Post-classic period, 

Chichen Itza is a very popular tourist attraction today.  
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793 AD 
First invasion by the Vikings. They raided monasteries on the coast         

including Lindisfarne, off the coast of Northumbria.  

794 AD First raids on Scotland and Ireland.  

820 AD Viking raids continue around the English coasts.   

821 AD Wessex becomes the Supreme Kingdom. 

843 AD The Kingdom of Scotland is formed for the Scots and Picts.   

866 AD Danes capture York (Jorvik) and make it their kingdom.  

871 AD 
King Ethelred, the West Saxon king, and his brother Alfred, defeat the Viking 

army at the Battle of Ashdown (in Berkshire).  

871 AD Alfred the Great becomes King of Wessex.   

878 AD 

Wessex is overrun by Vikings and King Alfred goes into hiding in the marshes 

of Athelney. After Easter, he called up his troops and defeated the Viking king 

Guthrum at the Battle of Edington. 

878 AD 

After the battle, King Alfred persuades Guthrum to be baptised and        

created a settlement that divided England. The Saxons retain the west while the 

Vikings retained the east. Their territory was called ‘The Danelaw’.  

926 AD Eastern England (Danelaw) is conquered by the Saxons.   

927 AD 
Athelstan, king of Wessex, takes York (Jorvik) from the Vikings, and forces 

the submission of Constantine of the Scots and of the northern kings. 

954 AD 
The last king of Jorvik (York), Eric Bloodaxe is forced out of York and lose 

control of their English territories and retreat.    

978 AD Ethelred the Unready becomes King.  

980 AD  New Viking raids on English coasts.   

1013 AD 

Ethelred's soldiers killed many Viking families in the Danelaw. This made King 

Sweyn of Denmark angry. He invaded England with his son (Cnut) and     

Ethelred and his family had to flee to France. Sweyn becomes king.   

1014– 1016 

AD 

Ethelred retakes the throne but dies. Edmund (his son) continues to fight 

against Cnut. They agree to share England but Edmund dies and Cnut      

becomes King of England. For the next few years (until 1042) England was 

part of his Viking empire, along with Denmark and Norway.  

1042 AD 
Edward the Confessor (Ethelred’s son) comes out of exile becomes King of 

England after his half brother dies (Hathacnut and Cnut’s son).  

1066 AD 
The Vikings led by Harald Hadrada are defeated at the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge before the Battle of Hastings.  

Timeline 

Food 

There were no supermarkets or shops to buy food so the Vikings ate what food           

they could grow or hunt. Vegetables (onions, carrots, leeks and turnips), wild nuts 

(hazelnuts and walnuts), berries (gooseberries, blackberries and blueberries), grains to make 

bread and porridge, herbs (fennel, wild garlic and parsley) and leaves (nettles and        

spinach). They ate wild animals (deer, wild boar, fox, beaver and bear), fish (trout, 

Clothes 

Viking clothes were made from wool, linen and animal skins. The Vikings were skilful            

weavers and made their own clothes. Women, with the help of children, made the wool into 

yarn and used natural dyes from plants to give it colour. Men wore tunics and trousers 

and women wore a long dress with a pinafore over it. Their clothes were fastened with 

belts and brooches. 

Homes 

The Vikings built their houses from local material such as wood, stone or blocks of turf. 

They lived in long rectangular houses made with upright timbers (wood). The walls were 

made of wattle (woven sticks, covered with mud to keep out the wind and rain). Viking 

houses were often one room homes with a cooking fire in the middle. The smoke escaped 

through a hole in the roof. Animals and people lived in the same building. The animals 

Religion 

Like the type of religion in ancient Rome or Greece, the Vikings worshipped many gods and 

goddesses. Their religion was an important part of everyday life. The three most important 

gods were: Odin (leader of the gods), Thor (god of thunder and protection), Freyja 

(goddess of love and fertility) and Freyr (god of agriculture) who was the twin of        

Freyja. The Vikings believed that men who died in battle went to Valhalla. It is a great hall 

where dead heroes feasted with the gods. The Vikings arrived as pagans but eventually 

they converted to Christianity.      

Viking Traders 

The Vikings were great traders, who travelled far buying and selling a variety 

of goods. The riches that came from Scandinavia included timber, iron for 

tools and weapons and fur for warm clothing. They also sold skins from 

whales and seals to make ropes for ships. These were        exchanged for 

local goods such as wheat, silver and cloth from Britain, wine, salt, pottery 

and gold from the Mediterranean, glass, spices and skills from Jerusalem and 

Istanbul. The Vikings also dealt with slaves. After being captured during raids 

some where taken to work while others were traded.       

Line of enquiry: Were the       

Vikings invaders or traders?  

The Vikings were fierce warriors from Scandinavia, an area in north-

ern Europe (Denmark, Sweden and Norway). They were champion 

ship builders and their longboats voyaged all around the coasts of 

Europe and even North America. Some of the voyages were violent 

raids, where gangs of warriors would attack towns and villages along 

the coasts or by rivers. They were famous for being warlike but were 

also farmers, fishermen, highly skilled craftsmen and traders. They 

made beautiful objects out of wood, metal and bone and wove cloth.  

Autumn 2 - Vikings vs Anglo-

Saxons 



change and 

continuity 

 ‘Change’ refers to something that is obviously different from what occurred previously. 

‘Continuity’ refers to things that stay the same, relatively unchanged, over time., sometimes 

lasting till the modern world.   

contrast 
To compare in order to show unlikeness or differences; note the opposite natures,            

purposes. Contrast the culture of the Vikings and the Maya.  

Anglo-Saxons The main group of people living in Britain when the Vikings invaded.  

kingdom A country whose ruler is a king or queen.  

invaders People who attack and try to take land from other people.  

traders A person who buys and sells goods, currency, or shares.  

danegeld Money paid to Vikings to stop them from raiding.  

Danelaw  The area in Britain that the Danish Vikings ruled over.  

Scandinavia  The countries of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. This is the area Vikings came from. 

settlement 
a place, typically one which has previously been uninhabited, where people establish a 

community.  

knarr  A Viking ship used for long voyages and trading because it had lots of storage space.  

trade Sell items for money, or swap them for other items.  

longship A Viking ship used for fighting and carrying out raids.  

monastery  A place where people who have dedicated their lives to religion, such as monks live.  

Norsemen  
The name given to people living in Scandinavia at the time of the Vikings. It means ‘men 

of the North’.  

pagan  A person who believes in many gods.  

raid A rapid surprise attack on an enemy. 

rune  A letter from the alphabet used by Vikings. There were only 16.  

treaty An agreement made between two or more people, groups or countries.  

Valhalla  
The place Vikings believed they would go to after death if they died fighting bravely in 

battle.  

excavation 
To dig in the ground to discover old buildings or objects that have been buried for a 

long time.  

thatched A roof that was covered in straw.  

pillaged To violently steal something. 

wergild 
A payment system used to settle disputes between a criminal and the victim or their      

family.  

outlawed 
Having all property taken away and no longer being able to live in the     

community.  

Jorvik When the Vikings captured modern day York, they renamed it Jorvik.  

wattle Viking houses were made of wattle (woven sticks, covered with mud).  

King  

Alfred 

Alfred (King of Wessex) did a lot of great things for England including  

defeating the Vikings in several battles and keeping part of England under 

King  

Athelstan 

King Athelstan was son of Edward the Elder and grandson of Alfred the 

Great. He is remembered for taking York (Jorik) of the Danes and defeated 

the Vikings in the Battle of Brunanbuh in 927 AD.  

Guthrum King of the Vikings in Danelaw at the time of the treaty with the Saxons.  

King 

Cnut  

The first of three Danish kings of England was Canute the Great, who      

became a respected and enlightened monarch from 1016 - 1035 AD.  

Edward 

the      

Confessor 

Edward became king of England in 1042 AD once his half-brother Harthacnut 

(King Cnut’s son and the last Viking king of England) had died.   
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2000-1450 BC The first Greeks civilisation flourished on Crete.  

800-700 BC The rise of city-states like Sparta and Athens became the main        

influences of the area.  

776 BC The first Olympic Games takes place. The games were held to honour 

god Zeus (ruler of the Olympians of Mount Olympus).  

700 BC Homer writes the poems ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’.  

650 BC The tyrant Kypselos takes over Corinth. 

508 BC Democracy is introduced in Athens by Cleisthenes.  

490 BC 

The Greeks fight the Persians in the Greek/Persian Wars. Two famous 

battles are the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC and the Battle of   

Salamis in 480 BC. The Greeks win and the Persians retreat.  

472-468 BC 
Outdoor amphitheatres were constructed and theatre became the          

number one form of entertainment.  

432 BC 
The temple to Athena, the Parthenon, is completed in Athens on the       

Acropolis.  

431 BC 

The wars between Sparta and Athens begin. They are called the    

Peloponnesian Wars. The wars will last 27 years with Sparta         

eventually conquering Athens in 404 BC.  

386 BC 

Greek philosopher and student of Socrates, Plato, founds the first             

institution of higher learning in the western world. It's called the             

Academy.  

342 BC 
The great philosopher, scientist, and mathematician, Aristotle, begins to 

tutor Alexander (later to be called Alexander the Great).  

338 BC King Philip II of Macedonia takes control of Greece. 

336 BC 
Alexander the Great becomes king when his father, Philip of              

Macedonia is assassinated.  

333-332 BC 

Alexander defeats the Persians and conquers Egypt. He establishes the 

new capital of Egypt at Alexandria. Over the next several years    

Alexander would greatly expand his empire, conquering much of         

Persia on the way to India.  

323 BC 

The Hellenistic period begins when Alexander the Great dies. The    

Ancient Greek civilization begins its decline and the Ancient Romans start 

to gain power.  

146 BC 
 Rome defeats the Greeks at the Battle of Corinth making it part of the 

Roman Empire.  
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Socrates  Socrates was a famous philosopher, who taught others to question things. This led to 

his downfall, as he questioned the Gods and was arrested for influencing the young.  

Plato 
Plato was Socrates’ student. Plato founded the first university, called the Academy. He 

argued that woman should have the same education as men. 

Archimedes  
Mathematician and philosopher who found a way of measuring water by placing an 

object in it and seeing how far it rose (hydrostatics).  

Hippocrates  
A famous doctor known as the ‘father of Western medicine’. Doctors today still take 

the ‘Hippocratic Oath’ promising to be good at their job and do their best for patients.  

Pythagoras 
He was a mathematician. You can find out about Pythagoras' theorem on right-angled    

triangles.  

Timeline 

 
Houses 

Ancient Greek homes were built around 

a courtyard, which was the center of 

activity. Around the courtyard were the 

rooms of the house. 

 

School 

Greek schools were small. They had 

only one teacher and about ten or 

twenty boys. The schools were not free 

and so only the rich could afford to 

send their children to school. Greek 

girls were not allowed to go to 

school.   

Food 
They mostly ate bread dipped in wine, 

cheeses, fish, olives and vegetables.  

Clothes  

They wore a tunic – worn by both 

men and women. Wealthy people had 

tunics made of coloured cloth.  

Aphrodite - 

Goddess of 

love and 

beauty 

Hermes - Messenger 

God 

Ares - God         

of war 

Zeus - King of the Gods 

and God the sky 
Poseidon - God of sea 

Hades - God of the        

Underworld 

Artemis - Goddess of 

hunting an wild animals 

Athena - 

Goddess of 

wisdom 

Apollo - God of 

music, the sun, 

poetry and art 

Hephaestus - God of 

fire and metal 

working 
Dionysus - God of 

wine and theatre 

Hera - Goddess of 

marriage, families and 

birth. She was Queen 

of the Gods 

Summer 1 - Ancient 

Greece 

Line of enquiry: Did the ancient 

Greeks inspire any other       

The Ancient Greeks lived in Greece 

and the countries that we now call 

Bulgaria and Turkey. Ancient Greece 

was split into many different states, 

each one was ruled in its own way. 

Each state had its own laws,         

government but they shared the same       

language and religion. The two most         

important city were Athens and Sparta.  

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/greekgods.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/athens.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/sparta.htm


continuity 
Not all things change over time, some things remain the same across long periods 

in time, sometimes lasting into the modern world.  

politics 

The activities associated with the governance of a country or area. The Greeks had 

three types of government: democracy (citizens vote), monarchy (ruled by a king, in      

Athens they were called Tyrants) and oligarchy (government ruled by a small 

group). Over time some city-states, like Athens would change governments.          

Sometimes they were ruled by Tyrants and, at other times, they were a democracy.  

democracy 
A system of government in which citizens are able to vote in order to make      

decisions.  

Acropolis 
A large hill where city residents sought shelter and safety in times of war. Also, a 

meeting place for discussing issues.  

amphitheatre  
Outdoor theatre with seats on all sides where singing, dancing and even            

sacrificing took place.  

Olympics  

The Greeks started the Olympic Games almost 3,000 years ago in 776 BC. They 

were held nearly every four years for over a thousand years until they were 

stopped in 393 AD. Athletes competing against each other. Began in          

Olympia and included religious festivals in honour of Zeus.  

Parthenon  A former temple on the Athenian Acropolis dedicated to the goddess Athena.  

philosophy  The practice of asking big questions with no clear/single answer.  

Trojan Horse  
Wooden horse constructed by Greeks to obtain entry into the city of Troy.        

Soldiers hid inside and then sprang out!  

legend  
A traditional story sometimes popularly regarded as historical but not authenticated 

(proven to be true).   

myth 
A traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a people or        

explaining a natural/social phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings. 

hoplite  The main type of soldier who fought on foot in Ancient Greece.  

Spartans Tough warriors living in Greek city of Sparta.  

triremes 
An Ancient Greek warship. They were the fastest ships in the ancient world. They 

were called “triremes” because they had three tiers of oars.  

marathon 
A distance of 26 miles travelling on foot, inspired by a Greek soldier who          

delivered news from the town of Marathon.  

Mount      

Olympus  
The highest mountain in Greece, believed to be the home of the Greek gods.   

Homer  

Homer is the name of the Greek poet who wrote the epic        

poems the Iliad and the Odyssey.[1] These are the earliest works of 

Greek literature which have survived to the present day. 

Iliad 

The Iliad is an epic poem written by the Greek poet Homer. It tells 

the story of the last year of the Trojan War fought between the 

city of Troy and the Greeks.  

tunic 
a loose garment, typically sleeveless and reaching to the knees, as 

worn in ancient Greece and Rome.  

fibula 
A fibula is a brooch or pin for fastening garments, typically 

at the right shoulder.  

vase 
Pots made on a potters’ wheel often painted with aspects of 

daily life from which historians have learned from.  

Greek       

Mythology 

Greek mythology is the body of myths originally told by the       

ancient Greeks and a genre of Ancient Greek folklore. For example,  

Pandora’s Box, Perseus and Medusa and Daedalus and Iccarus. 
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Autumn 1 - The 

Shang Dynasty 

Line of enquiry: Who was Fu 

Hao and why was she unusual?  

area of Shang culture 

modern China  

1,766 

BC 

Emperor Cheng Tang takes control. He       

overthrows the existing leader and begins to 

rule in the Yellow River area. He rules for 29 

years.  

1,700-

1,500 

BC 

The Shang Dynasty ushers in the use of 

bronze. Weapons, tools and religious      

vessels are made. They also create looms to 

make silk cloth, palaces and walled cities.  

1,250 

BC 

King Wu Ding (22nd ruler) brings the dynasty 

to its peak. The largest amount of oracle 

bones found have been dated to his rule.    

1,200 

BC 

Fu Hao dies. She was the wife (one of 

around 60) to the highly regarded King Wu 

Ding. She was a warrior, an oracle caster 

and Wu Ding had such faith in her skills that 

he gave her control over the boarders of his 

kingdom. When she died, Wu Ding built a 

tomb for her. It was founded in 1976,      

un-looted.      

1,046 

BC  

Cruelty and high taxes cause the slaves to 

revolt. Din Xin, the last Shang ruler is      

overthrown and the Chou dynasty begins.    

Timeline 

A hard life:  

Whilst the rich lived contentedly, the Shang 

peasants would have lived in pits dug into the 

earth, covered by a very basic roof made out 

of material. Thy would return to their home 

after a strenuous day in the fields. Though 

they were cultivating food, it is quite clear 

they never got to taste it much themselves. As 

well as farming, peasants had to fight in 

wars for their king!      

The Shang People:  

The Shang were worshippers of their ancestors and other gods. 

There was one supreme god who reigned above all, his name was 

Shangdi. It meant ’Lord on High’. He decided if war to be won or 

lost, the weather and the future. The Shang performed sacrificing 

ceremonies to keep their ancestors pleased. A king’s tomb was found 

that contained the remains of 90 followers,  precious items, 74 

more people, 12 horses and 11 dogs. The amount of sacrifices 

showed his importance and power.    

Dragons!: Dragon bones (undershells of turtles 

and shoulder bones of cattle) were believed to 

have medical properties. They had markings 

scratched into them. In Chinese folklore,      

dragons symbolise power, luck and wisdom.  

Chinese medicine is still practised today and is 

an important part of culture though ’dragon 

bones’ can no longer for sale!   

The Shang Dynasty was the first Chinese dynasty for which we 

have written and archaeological evidence. Most historians now date 

the dynasty from 1600-1046 BC when it was succeeded by the 

Zhou Dynasty. The Shang Dynasty was centred around the Yellow 

River in North East China but moved its capital on a number of 

occasions. 

The Shang People: Most of the Shang people were 

ordinary peasants working in fields and living in hard 

conditions. Being situated by the Yellow River, the land 

was fertile and rich. China was a much wetter and 

warmer place than it is today, which made it perfect 

for growing crops. The Shang kings and nobles exploited famers, who had to 

work very hard to supply them with food. The main crop they grew was mil-

let, as well as rice and wheat. Even today in  China, ancient farming tech-

niques are still used today. The scene above probably isn't that different from 

one in the Shang Dynasty! 

Bronze: 

The Shang also developed bronze technology. 

They did not make normal tools out of 

bronze, but used bronze for religious items 

and weapons. Bronze weapons such as 

spears gave the Shang an advantage in war 

against their enemies. The Shang also used 

horse-drawn chariots in  battle, giving them 

a further advantage. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/china


ancient From a time long past.  

culture 

Culture is a pattern of behaviour shared by a society, or group of peo-

ple. It is seen in people’s writing, religion, music, clothes, cooking and 

what they do.   

dynasty A family of rulers who rule over a country for a long time.  

legacy  
Anything handed down from the past (i.e. skills, culture or objects), as from        

ancestors or predecessors. 

Shang  

Dynasty 

The Shang Dynasty was the first Chinese dynasty with written records. The 

Shang ruled from around 1600 BC to 1046 BC. Some historians consider the 

Shang to be the first Chinese Dynasty.  

Ancient  

China 

Chinese civilization began along the Yellow River in the Shang era, and spread 

from there when bronze age culture reached its peak.  

Yellow River 
A major river running across the north east of China. (Look at the map on 

the other side). 

bronze 
The first metal widely used by humans. The Shang created many bronze art  

and also used the alloy (combination of metals) to make weapons and tools.   

jade A mineral (rock) that is green in colour. Used in lots of Asian art.    

bronze hu A hu is a type of wine vessel that has a pear-shaped cross-section  

soldier  A soldier is one who fights as part of an army.  

oracle bones 

Oracle Bones were bones that the Chinese would carve or scratch their        

questions on. Then the priests would burn the oracle bone until it would crack. 

Then the priest read these cracks to the Chinese people for their answer. The 

Chinese people believed their answer as from the gods. This was also known 

as the first stages of Chinese writing. (Look at the top picture to see one.)  

Emperor  A sovereign ruler of an empire.  

diviner  A person who was seen as god-like. (A person with an important status.) 

millet 

A cereal grown in warm countries and regions, bearing a large crop of small 

seeds which are chiefly used to make flour. The peasants used to cultivate the 

fields to produce food for the rich kings and nobles.   

artefact 
An object created by a human, usually found much later after 

it was produced.   

hierarchy  
A system in which members of a society are ranked according 

to relative status or authority.   

peasants  A poor smallholder or agricultural labourer of low social status.   

tombs 
Grand rooms where important people were buried with jade 

and bronze when they died.   

Fu Hao  
Fu Hao lived during the Shang Dynasty of ancient China and 

was the only female head of the army.  

Emperor 

Cheng Tang 

Emperor Cheng Shang of China, was the first king of 

the Shang dynasty in Chinese history. He fought Jie, the last 

king of the Xia dynasty.  

Din Xin 

He was the last king to rule. He was an unfair and poor ruler due 

to overindulging in his own pleasures too much. The state of Zhou  

took opportunity and overthrew the Shang.     
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Line of enquiry: How did 

WWII affect Sheffield?    

 
1st Sept German troops invade Poland.  

3rd Sept Britain and France declare war on Germany.  

 

10th 

May 

Germany invades France. The Battle of France begins (ends 

25th June). Winston Churchill is elected Prime Minster.   

26th 

May 
Allied forces are evacuated from Dunkirk in France.  

10th Jul The Battle of Britain begins.  

7th Sept The Blitz begins.  

12th –

15th Dec 

Sheffield’s munitions factories were a prime target for Nazi 

Germany. It was severely impacted by raids from the        

Luftwaffe. In what came to be known as the “The           

Sheffield Blitz”.  

 

22nd 

Jun 
Germany invades the USSR (Soviet Union).  

7th Dec 
Japan bombs Pearl Harbour in Hawaii, US. The US join 

the war.  

 

February  
The Soviet Union defeat Germany on the Eastern Front 

after the Battle of Stalingrad. 

16th and 

17th 

May  

The Dambusters bombing raid is carried out. Known as    

Operation Chastise, the RAF bombed a number of important 

German industrial dams.   

3rd Sept 
Italy surrenders to the Allies. Allied Forces also take control 

of Northern Africa.    

 6th Jun 

The D-Day landings. The Allies attacked German forces on 

the coast of Normandy, France to take back Europe. The 

Allies gained another victory and by the end of July there 

were 1 million Allied soldiers in Europe.    

 

25th 

Jan  

The Battle of the Bulge ends, Allies stopped the German 

troops from attacking the Allies through Belgium.  

30th 

Apr 

Adolf Hitler commits suicide after the Battle of Berlin by the 

Soviet Union.    

7th May 
Germany surrenders to the Allies. Winston Churchill      

announces VE Day. WWII ends in Europe. 

6th Aug The US drops atomic bombs on two cities in Japan.  

2nd Sept  Japan formally surrenders, ending World War II.  

Timeline Autumn 2 - Local     

History Study: How did 

WWII affect Sheffield?    

The Holocaust is the term for the killing of over six million Jewish people before and        

during World War II, organised by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party. Even before the war, 

they wanted to blame the Jews for the problems in Germany and used propaganda to         

promote widespread public hatred of them. Jewish people were openly bullied,                    

persecuted, abused and discriminated against. Many Jews were sent to concentration camps 

where they were forced to work like slaves. Many died through infection, starvation or         

exhaustion. Others were sent to death camps where they were killed in gas chambers. 
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The Sheffield Blitz 

During December 1940, the city suffered a Blitz. The German code 

name for the mission was Crucible. The Germans knew Sheffield’s 

steelworks played a major part in Britain’s war effort and made the 

city a principal target. Within the English Steel Corporation’s Vickers 

Works was a 15 ton drop hammer – the only one in Britain capable of 

turning out Rolls- Royce Merlin 

crankshafts for the Spitfire and 

Hurricane          aircraft. 

Many parts of Sheffield were hit 

but it was the city centre which 

was to bear the brunt of the             

onslaught. Sheffield           

Cathedral, The Moor, Angel 

Street, King Street, Sheffield 

United Bramall Lane ground and 

the steelworks to the east of the 

city were badly damaged but the 

Marples Hotel in Fitzalan Square 

took a direct hit. In total, over 

660  people were killed, 1,500 

injured and 40,000 made homeless.  

Evacuation  

In early September 

1939, with heavy  

German bomb attacks 

looming, 20 special 

trains took 155 groups 

of Sheffield children to 

places like Lincolnshire, 

Leicestershire and        

Nottinghamshire. Above, 

is a photograph of children from a school in     

Carbrook, Sheffield, preparing for evacuation.    

Women in Wartime 

As Sheffield was a steel-making city, many women 

living there worked in the steelworks because the 

men were sent to fight. the women made bombs 

and ammunitions for the war. Working in a         

steelworks was extremely hard, physically demanding 

and dangerous. The women working in the        

steelworks were called ‘Women of Steel’.  

Rescue from the air raid shelter 

Musgrave Crescent, Shirecliffe.   

For almost six years from 1939 to 1945 Britain fought the            

toughest war it had ever experienced. World War II was total war - 

every person, every business, every service was involved. After WWI 

ended in 1918, Germany had to give up land and was banned from 

having armed forces. In 1933, the German people voted for a leader 

named Adolf Hitler, who led a political party in Germany called the 

National Socialists or Nazis. Hitler promised to make his country great 

again and quickly began to arm Germany and to seize land from other 

countries. The Second World War was started by Germany in an           

unprovoked attack on Poland. Britain and France declared war on                  

Germany after Hitler had refused to abort his invasion of Poland.  
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Cause and 

effect 

In a cause and effect relationship, one event causes another to happen. 

The cause is why it happened, and the effect is what happened.  

dictator  
A dictator is a political leader who possesses absolute power. A dictatorship is a 

state ruled by one dictator or by a small clique.  

Fascism  
Right wing political view associated with not allowing opposition and total            

control by a dictator.  

Nazi Party A German political party with racist and anti-Jewish ideas, led by Adolf Hitler.  

Nazi 
Member of the fascist German political party which came to power in 1933. Symbol  

= swastika   

The    

Gestapo 

The Nazi police force. They were mean and very powerful in Germany during 

WWII. They hunted down enemies of the Nazi party as well as Jewish people.  

Axis   

Powers 

The Axis Powers were originally Germany, Japan and Italy. Other countries joined 

them later, including Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria.  

Allies  

Powers  

The United Kingdom, France and Poland, later joined by other countries, including 

the USSR (Soviet Union), USA, India. Australia and China.  

The       

Holocaust  

The persecution and murder of six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its          

collaborators.  

persecution 
Hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or political or religious beliefs; 

oppression.  

The Blitz 
The bombing attacks on Great Britain by the Germans. Blitz is a shorten form of 

the German word 'Blitzkrieg' (lightning war).  

Operation 

Crucible  

Operation Crucible is the name given to the worst nights of German           

Luftwaffe (air force) bombing in Sheffield, during the Second World War. It took 

place over the nights of 12th December and 15th December 1940. 

blackout  
A system of ensuring no lights were visible after dark so that buildings could be 

seen by enemy planes.  

evacuee 
Someone who was evacuated, moved from a danger area to a safer place 

(normally from cities to rural areas). 

Luftwaffe The German air force responsible for the Blitz. 

Royal Air 

Force (RAF) 

The RAF is the United Kingdom's aerial warfare force. In WWII, it fought its most 

famous campaign, the Battle of Britain (10th July 1940 – 31st October 1940).  

Spitfire The Spitfire is a British single-seat fighter aircraft.   

air raid 

shelter  

A building to protect people from bombs dropped by planes.  

Anderson Shelter - Made of corrugated iron. Usually at the end of the garden.                                                              

Morrison Shelter - Metal cage used inside the house. Could double as a kitchen table.  

warden  

They would patrol the streets during blackout and ensure that no light 

was visible. If a light was spotted, the warden would alert the      

house responsible by shouting something like "Put that light out!"  

rationing  

Food and other supplies were ‘rationed’ meaning that you could only 

purchase a certain amount of items using tokens from your ration 

book.  

propaganda Information designed to promote a political idea or opinion.  

Women of 

Steel 

As Sheffield was a steel-making city, many women living there worked 

in the steelworks because men were fighting in the war overseas. They 

made the ammunition to fight WWII. 

VE Day 

On the 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill announced VE Day -    

Victory in Europe. This day marks the end of WW2 in Europe. Street 

parties were held all over Britain to celebrate the end of the war. 
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450 BC 
Twelve Tables Written: Roman laws were called the ‘Twelve        

Tables’. They were basic rights for all Roman people. 

43 AD 
The Romans invade Britain: People accused of committing a 

crime were taken to court to be judged guilty or not guilty.  

410 AD 

Anglo-Saxon Period: The different villages and communities 

were divided into ten men called tithings. They were             

responsible for each other’s behaviour. If one of the men 

committed a crime then the other men had to bring him 

1066 - 

1087 

AD 

William I (the Conqueror) made new laws in England. He 

built castles and created the ‘Domesday Book’ to control the 

people.   

1215 AD Trial by ordeal and trial by combat no longer used.  

1382 

AD 

Heresy becomes a crime. It was punishable by being 

burned to death at the stake.    

1485 - 

1603 

AD 

Tudor Era: Crime was high in Tudor times - mainly           

stealing. Punishments like: ducking stool, stocks, the torture 

rack, scold’s bridle, execution and the pillory were used.     

1714 - 

1830 

AD 

Georgian Highwaymen: They became a greater threat to 

people in the Georgian period because trade was increasing 

and there were more wealthy people who were travelling on 

roads. Spence Broughton was hanged for robbing the         

Sheffield and Rotherham mail. After his execution, he 

gained notoriety because his body was gibbeted at the             

scene of the crime on Attercliffe Common between          

Sheffield and Rotherham, where it hung for 36 years.  

1837 - 

1901 AD 

The Victorians: During the Victorian period, prison became 

the main form of punishment for lots of different crimes.  

1856 

AD 

A police force was established in every town. The last 

public hanging happened in 1868.  

1921 AD Women first allowed to be part of the jury in court.   

1998 

AD 
Capital punishment was in 1998 abolished.  

Modern 

Day  

DNA testing, CCTV cameras, use of fingerprints, improved 

street lightening and car/house alarms have helped to       

prevent and detect crime in modern Britain.    

Timeline 

Line of enquiry: How has 

crime and punishment changed 

Summer 1 - Crime and 

Punishment    

The Romans: 

Roman laws were called the ‘Twelve Tables’. These were 

the basic rights for all Roman people and decided what 

they should and should not do. Children learnt the laws 

of by heart at school. The punishment for most slaves 

was death or to be forced to become a gladiator. If 

you were rich you were forced into exile.   

Anglo-Saxons: 

There were no prisons to send criminals to, so punishments were designed to be a huge deterrent to those 

thinking of breaking the law (i.e. stoning, hanging and mutilation). The different villages and communities were         

divided into tithings, made up of 10 men, who were all responsible for each other’s behaviour. If a man in 

that tithing committed a crime, it was up to the other men to bring him to court. Wergild was a payment         

system used in Anglo-Saxon times to settle disputes between the criminal and the   

victim or the victim’s family. 

When a village wanted to find a criminal, the people would call upon everyone else in 

the community to find them. This was called a hue and cry. 

The Tudors: 

In Tudor times, there were still no police. Crime – mainly stealing – 

was widespread, as many poor people could not afford to pay for          

increasingly expensive food. However, punishments were harsh, in the 

belief that it would 

stop others from 

committing the same 

crime.  

Public executions were 

extremely popular and 

people would wait for hours to watch them. Some historians have estimated 

that about 70,000 people were executed during the reign of Henry VIII. 

Ducking Stool 

Stocks 

Drunkard’s 

Cloak  

Torture Rack 

Pillory 

Scold’s 

Bridle 

The Victorians: 

The police force were first introduced 

in London and then around the country. 

Sir Robert Peeler introduced them as 

part of a campaign to improve public 

law.  

During the Victorian period, prison          

became the main form of punishment. 

Between 1842 and 1877, 90 prisons 

were built or added to. Life in a            

Victorian prison was extremely tough. 

The main tasks were:  

• Treadwheel  

• Picking oakum  

• The crank  

Modern Day: 

Nowadays, we have many more ways to find criminals and send them 

to prison. We also use many methods to stop people from carrying out 

a crime: CCTV, fingerprints, house/car alarms and the police etc.  



highwayman 
A man, typically on horseback, who held up travellers at gunpoint 

in order to rob them.  

transportation The action or practise of transporting convicts to a penal colony.  

treadwheel 
The device was a wide hollow cylinder, usually composed of 

wooden steps built around a cylindrical iron frame  

The crank 
 Prisoners would have to turn the handle up to 15,000 times a 

day.  

Scold’s bridle 

A scold's bridle, was an instrument of punishment, as a form of 

torture and public humiliation. The device was an iron muzzle in 

an iron framework that enclosed the head.  

Twelve Tables 
The Law of the Twelve Tables was the legislation that stood at the 

foundation of Roman law.  

retribution  Making a criminal suffer for the crime committed.   

 

steal 

wrong 

house 

naughty 

Tier 1 Vocabulary   Tier 3 Vocabulary   

jury 
A sworn body of people who listen to all the evidence and render an impartial      

verdict if someone is guilty or not.   

judge 
A person who is in charge of a trail and decides what punishment a             

criminal gets.  

court A group of people, including a judge, who bring people to justice.  

trial 
A formal examination of evidence by a judge, typically before a jury, in order to 

decide guilt in a case of criminal or civil proceedings.  

oath A promise to tell the truth. 

law Rules made by the people in charge of a country or place.  

lawyer A person who tries to persuade the jury that a person did or didn’t commit a crime.  

police The civil force of a state, responsible for the prevention and detection of crime.  

prison 
A building in which people are legally held as a punishment for a crime they have 

committed or while awaiting trial.  

guilty The truth of committing a crime.   

innocent Not guilty of a crime or offence.   

execution The carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person.  

Capital 

punishment  
Killing of the criminal.  

Corporal 

punishment  
Physical hurting the criminal to cause physical pain.   

heresy  Having religious beliefs that were different to the official religion of the country.   

treason A crime against the king/queen or government of a country.   

Trial by 

ordeal 

Trial by ordeal was an ancient judicial practice by which the innocence of the          

accused was determined by subjecting them to a painful task. If that task was          

completed without injury or if the injuries healed fast, this was taken as a sign of 

God, which meant that the accused was innocent.  

Hue and 

cry 
A loud cry to chase or catch a criminal during medieval times.  

pillory  
A wooden framework with holes for the head and hands, in which offenders were        

formerly imprisoned and exposed to public abuse.  

rack 
An instrument of torture consisting of a frame on which the victim was stretched by 

turning rollers to which the wrists and ankles were tied.  
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Tier 2 Vocabulary   

accountable 
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legislation 
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