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Continuous Provision Cards – Autumn 2 

Objectives 

Shape, space and measure 

 Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them – size, length 

and colour. 

 Compare objects using everyday language to talk about size. 

 Solve problems using everyday language to talk about size. 

 Recognise, create and describe patterns. 

Number 

 Count reliably with numbers 1 to 6. 

 Place numbers 1 to 6 in order. 

 Say which number from 1 to 6 is one more or one less.  

 Combine and partition sets within six. 

Vocabulary 

Full, half full, empty, holds, container, larger, smaller, lighter, heavier, longer, shorter, balance, sort, shape, pattern, round, 

straight, how much?, how many?, long, short, big, small, zero, one, two, three, four, five, six, none, more, less, one more, 

one less, order, greater, fewer, order 
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Experience Maths through Creative play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Perform the songs and rhymes using the 

resources (masks, number cards, etc.). 

 

 Create patterned bracelets using coloured pasta 

and string. 

 

 Select two different colours. Mix them together 

and use the paint to practise forming numerals. 

 

 Paint shapes and numbers. 

 

 Use language about size and length when 

painting. 

 

 Work with play dough to create things that are 

bigger, smaller, longer, shorter than something. 

 

 Work with play dough to create resources, such 

as food for the role play area. 

 How many masks do you need for the song 

or rhyme? 

 Which colours have you used? 

 How many different colours have you used? 

 What can you say about your pattern? 

 Can you make a bigger, smaller cake? 

 Can you make a longer, shorter banana? 

 How do you know that the food you have 

made will fit on the plate?  

 Copy of resources from the 

units readily available 

 Coloured pasta and string 

 Primary colour paints, 

paintbrushes and number 

cards 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,  

 Shape sponges, paintbrushes, 

paints of different colours 

 Play dough and kitchen 

cutting materials from the 

role play area  
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Experience Maths through Construction play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Build a wall for the green bottles in the song. 

 

 Build a kitchen for Polly. 

 

 Explore different paper and materials. 

 

 Construct takeaway boxes and bags for the café. 

Explore the strength of each box or bag.  

 How many bottles will fit on the wall? 

 How many bricks have you used? 

 How many red bricks are there? 

 How many bricks would there be if I added 

one more brick to your wall? 

 What shape is the room? 

 How many people could fit in the room? 

 How many windows are there? If there are 

two windows and each window had one 

curtain, how many curtains would you 

have? 

 Which bag will hold the most cakes? How 

do you know? 

 Which box can carry the heaviest items? 

How do you know? 

 How many cakes can you place in this box/

bag? 

 Which box/bag will hold fewer cakes than 

this box? 

 Lego, building blocks, cubes 

and other materials that can be 

used for building 

 

 Pictures of walls, houses, 

rooms, housing plans, etc. 

 

 A range of paper, such as tissue 

paper, sugar paper, cardboard, 

plastic bags, etc. 

 

 Sticky tape, glue, scissors  
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Experience Maths through Maths Display play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Sing the song Six Green Bottles and use the wall 

to illustrate the number of bottles for each verse. 

 Select a shape from a feely bag and find the 

same shape on the display. 

 Select a numbered bottle and beat a drum the 

same number of times. 

 Place the bottles in increasing order. 

 Place the bottles in decreasing order. 

 Play ‘build the wall game’. 

 Match the numbered bottle to the bottle with 

the corresponding number of spots.  

 How many bottles are there on the wall? 

 How many bottles would be on the wall if 

there were one more bottle on the wall? 

 How many bricks do we need to add to have 

a total of six bricks on the wall? 

 Which number comes before three? 

 Which number comes after nine? 

 Which numbers come between  four and  

 seven? 

 How do you know that seven should be 

placed there? 

 

 A display for the song Six 

Green Bottles. Each week 

make alterations to ensure 

that the display promotes the 

learning for that week as well 

as prior learning. 

 Background: A wall with 6 

bricks (with sticky hook and 

loop fasteners), space for 

bottles with hook and loop 

fasteners in place, trees, 

flowers, birds etc. with 

different shapes. 

 Build a wall: 15 bricks with 

sticky back hook and loop 

fasteners for the build a wall 

game. 

 Six green bottles with 

numerals (1 to 6) and six 

green bottles with spots (1 to 

6). 

 Feely bag with different 

shapes that match the shapes 

on the display. 
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Experience Maths through Role play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Sort shaped cakes onto shelves with labels for 

the shapes. 

 Selecting the most suitable sixed paper for 

wrapping cakes, sandwiches for a takeaway. 

 Use balances when role playing cooking 

activities. 

 Investigate how to make scales balance using 

class objects. 

 Create shape pictures for café. 

 Decorate salt dough or modelling-clay cups 

with patterns. 

 Print shapes and patterns to create curtains, 

tablecloths etc. 

 Use language that develop pupils concept of 

time, such as morning, night. Change the 

window scene and clock to illustrate different 

times of day. 

 Set the table for different numbers of 

customers.  

 Can you find the shapes that are the 

same? 

 Which is heavier, lighter? 

 Why do you need to add more play 

dough to this side? 

 What have you discovered when using 

the scales? 

 How could you sort these sandwiches? 

 Which shapes have you used in your 

picture, pattern?  

 Why have you used a circle here? 

 What can you tell me about the shapes, 

pattern on the tablecloth? 

 How many cups, plates, saucers will you 

need? 

 How many will you need if one customer 

leaves? 

 How many different numbers, shapes 

can you find in the home corner? 

 Set up a café, ‘Tea Cosy Café’, with a 

kitchen or cooking area, a seating 

area and an area to display cakes 

and to pay. Include curtains, clock, 

open/closed sign, welcome sign, 

shape pictures. 

 Kitchen or cooking area: sink, 

cooker, plates, bowls, cups, saucers, 

cutlery, cooking utensils, scales and 

balance, timers, clock, kettle, 

teapot, variety of containers, real or 

play food, recipe cards, aprons 

 Seating area: tables, chairs, 

tablecloths, plates, bowls, glasses, 

cutlery, menus, salt and pepper 

pots, serviettes 

 Display and paying area: 

telephone and reservation book, till, 

money, till rolls, shelves for 

displaying cakes, note pads for 

orders, utensils for serving food, 

takeaway boxes and packaging 

*items should be of different lengths and 

sizes with different shapes and patterns 

for decoration  
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Experience Maths through Sand play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Investigate the capacity of teapots, jugs and 

cups. 

 

 Compare the items in the sand play area. 

Talk about which holds more, less, the 

same. 

 

 Investigate how many cubes will balance 

one glass of sand. 

 

 Use moulds to create patterns in the sand. 

 

 Fill cake cases to create fairy cakes and act 

out the song Six Fairy Cakes 

 Explore the capacity of the cake cases.  

 Which holds more sand? 

 Which hold less sand? 

 Which containers hold the same amount of 

water? How do you know? 

 How do you know the cubes weigh the same 

as the glass of sand? 

 If you added three cubes to the sand, which 

balance would be heavier? 

 How many cubes would you need to add to 

the other balance to make sure the weight is 

the same again? 

 Which cake case holds the most sand? 

 How many cakes are there? 

 How many will you have when Jane comes 

to buy a fairy cake? 

 How many more pennies will you have when 

Jane comes to buy a cake?  

 Different sizes of teapot 

 Different sizes and shapes of jug 

 A range of cups, clear glasses and 

saucers 

 Cubes and balances 

 A range of moulds that are different 

shapes and sizes 

 Cake cases that are different sizes 

and coins (pennies) 

 Damp and dry sand  
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Experience Maths through Small world play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Make Christmas trees using triangular 

green paper and lolly sticks. 

 Decorate a Christmas tree with patterns. 

 Create animals using regular shapes. 

 Count the fish in the pond. 

 Sing the song One, Two, Three, Four, Five 

and use the people in the scene to act out 

the song. 

 Sort the animals into groups. 

 Create a shopping list for Santa using 

numbers and pictures from a catalogue.  

 What can you tell me about the shapes you 

have used? 

 What can you tell me about the pattern on 

your tree? 

 How many fish are there in the pond? 

 How many fish would there be if there 

were one more, one less fish in the pond? 

 How many penguins are there on the 

frozen lake? 

 How many penguins are there standing in 

the snow? 

 How many penguins are there altogether? 

 How many bikes does Santa need to buy, 

make? 

 What shape do the wheels need to be? 

 Create a winter wonderland scene 

using play dough, white paper, 

glitter and pebbles. 

 Use foil to represent frozen lakes. 

 Create Christmas trees using lolly 

sticks and green card. 

 Place or make small cold-weather 

animals in the small world play 

area, such as polar bears, robins, 

penguins. 

 Include people in the winter 

wonderland scene. 

 Create a small world Santa’s grotto 

towards Christmas time 

 Children’s catalogues 

 Winter pictures  
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Experience Maths through Table top play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Order towers of cubes according to length, 

weight. 

 Measure and weigh objects. 

 Make shape animals. 

 Predict the order of containers according to 

capacity. 

 Work with the ten frame and cubes. 

 Work with the bead string and number cards, 

spotted cards from the unit. 

 Play games from the units.  

 How have you ordered these towers? 

 Can you make the scales balance? 

 Why do you need to add more to this 

side? 

 Which is longer, shorter? 

 What can you tell me about your shape 

picture? 

 Why have you used a circle for the head? 

 How many do you think there are? 

 How many would there be if there were 

one more, one less?  

 Gummed paper and other coloured 

paper cut into different sized shapes 

 Geometric shapes 

 A range of classroom and everyday 

objects 

 Balances and scales 

 Ten frame 

 Counters 

 Cubes 

 Dice 

 Three examples for each game should 

be prepared for use as part of the 

continuous provision in the 

classroom 

 Transparent, sealable bags containing 

washing-up liquid can be used for 

pupils to practise number formation 

and record answers  
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Experience Maths through Water play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Investigate the capacity of teapots, jugs and 

cups. 

 Compare the items in the water play area. 

Talk about which holds more, less, the 

same. 

 Investigate how many glasses of ‘juice’ can 

be filled from one jug? 

 Investigate the capacity of each jug to find 

out which holds the most ‘juice’. 

 Investigate how many cups of ‘tea’ can be 

filled from one teapot? 

 Investigate the capacity of each teapot to 

find out which holds the most ‘juice’. 

 Investigate how many cubes will balance 

one glass of water.  

 Which holds more water? 

 Which hold less water? 

 Which containers hold the same amount of 

water? How do you know? 

 How many glasses of ‘juice’ can you fill with 

this jug full of ‘juice’? 

 How many jugs would I need to fill six 

glasses? 

 How many cups of ‘juice’ can you fill with 

this teapot full of ‘juice’? 

 How many teapots would Polly need to give 7 

people a cup of tea? 

 How do you know you can fill more cups 

than glasses with this jug? 

 How do you know the cubes weigh the same 

as the glass of water? 

 If you added three cubes to the water, which 

balance would be heavier? 

 How many cubes would you need to add to 

the other balance to make sure the weight is 

the same again?  

 Different sizes of teapot 

 Different sizes and shapes  of jug 

 A range of cups, clear glasses and 

saucers 

 Use food colouring, tea bags, coffee 

etc. to change the colour of the water 

to represent juice, tea, etc.. 

 Cubes and balances  


