
Autumn 1 Continuous Provision Cards 

Copyright ©Mathematics Mastery 2017 

Continuous Provision Cards – Autumn 1 

Objectives 

Shape, space and measure 

 Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them – size, length 

and colour. 

 Compare objects using everyday language to talk about size. 

 Solve problems using everyday language to talk about size. 

 Recognise, create and describe patterns. 

Number 

 Count reliably with numbers 1 to 6. 

 Place numbers 1 to 6 in order. 

 Say which number from 1 to 6 is one more or one less.  

Vocabulary 

longer, shorter, balance, sort, shape, pattern, round, straight, how much?, how many?, long, short, big, small, one, two, 

three, four, five, six, zero, none, more, less, one more, one less, order, greater, fewer 
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Experience Maths through Creative play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Perform the songs and rhymes using the 

resources (masks, number cards, etc.) 

 Play musical numbers independently 

 Shape printing with sponges and paint 

 Paint shapes and numbers 

 Use language about pattern, size and length 

when painting 

 Use play dough to create patterns: long–short; 

big–small; shape; colour 

 Use play dough to create different numbers of 

objects for the role play area, for example, food 

in the cafe 

 How many masks do you need for the song 

or rhyme? 

 How many would you need if one more 

pupil came? 

 How many would you need if one pupil 

went away? 

 What number have you got? Can you play 

one more beat, fewer beats for that 

number? 

 Which shapes have you used? 

 What can you tell me about this shape? 

 Can you make a different pattern using the 

same colours (objects)? 

 A range of instruments and a 

bag of numbers (within 6) 

 Shape sponges, paintbrushes, 

different colours of paint 

 Play dough and kitchen 

cutting utensils from the role 

play area 
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Experience Maths through Construction play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Use different materials of various shapes and 

sizes to make towers balance or imbalance 

 Build towers of different sizes (within 6) and 

order them 

 Create towers that have different coloured 

patterns 

 Create patterned clothes or jewellery for the 

dolls or bears using paint 

 Create patterned wrapping paper 

 Which shapes have you used? 

 Why have you used this shape? 

 What can you say about your tower? 

 Can you build a taller (shorter) tower? How 

many extra blocks do you need to use (take 

away)? 

 What pattern can you make using these five 

cubes? 

 A range of construction 

materials, such as Duplo, 

Lego, Mobilo 

 A range of objects that can be 

used to make patterns, for 

example, threading beads, 

buttons, shapes, ribbons 



Autumn 1 Continuous Provision Cards 

Copyright ©Mathematics Mastery 2017 

Experience Maths through Maths Display play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Play ‘build the wall’. 

 Investigate making colour patterns using the 

bricks. 

 Search for shapes on the display board. Find the 

same shapes in and around the classroom. 

 Lay bears in a box or try different variations for 

the game with different objects in the boxes, 

such as shells or cubes. 

 Play ‘number socks’ or try different variations 

for the game with different objects in the socks, 

such as pebbles or shapes. 

 Count along a number line. 

 Put numbers in order on a washing line. 

 How many bricks are you going to add? 

 What would happen if the next player 

added one, two, three bricks? 

 How can we use the bricks to make a 

pattern? 

 What shapes can you see? 

 How have circles been used for the display? 

 How many do you think are in the box 

(sock)? 

 Do you think there are more (less) in this 

box (sock)? 

 Can you say the numbers on the washing 

line, number line? 

 Which number comes before (after) four? 

 Which number comes between two and 

four? 

 Can you put the numbers in order? 

 Can you find the missing numbers? 

 What can you say about the number three? 

 Create a maths display that 

represents the ‘build a wall’ 

game. Have at least 15 bricks 

made from coloured card. 

Use sticky-backed hook-and-

loop fasteners on the spaces 

on the wall and the bricks so 

that pupils can explore 

adding one (two, three) bricks 

to the wall. 

 Have bricks in two different 

colours for pattern making. 

 The background of the 

display should include 

different shapes to represent 

real-life objects. 

 Have a table-top display for 

pupils to investigate. Tasks 

and challenges should relate 

to pupils’ maths learning such 

as: 

 Bears in a box 
 Number socks 
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Experience Maths through Role play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Sort the shoes (socks) into pairs that are the 

same size. 

 Pack a suitcase for a family according to 

how many members there are: for example, 

three people would need three T-shirts, 

three hats, etc. 

 Investigate how to make scales balance 

using the same number of objects, for 

example, two cubes balance with two cubes. 

 Create shape pictures for the living room. 

 Print shapes and patterns to create 

curtains, bedclothes, etc. 

 Use language that develops pupils’ concept 

of time, such as ‘morning’, ‘night’. Change 

the window scene and clock to illustrate 

different times of the day. 

 Set the table for family members, e.g. using 

three forks, knives, spoons, etc., for three 

people. 

 Can you find the shoes, socks that are the 

same? 

 How do you know these socks are for the 

baby? 

 Why do you need to add more play dough 

to this side? 

 What have you discovered when using the 

scales? 

 How could you sort these cans? 

 Which shapes have you used in your 

picture? Why have you used a circle for the 

sun? 

 What can you tell me about the shapes 

(pattern) on the bedcover? 

 How many cups (plates, saucers) will you 

need? 

 How many will you need if I come for 

breakfast? 

 How many will you need if mother doesn’t 

come home for lunch today? 

 How many different numbers (shapes) can 

you find in the home corner? 

Set up a home corner with a kitchen, 

living room and bedroom and a washing 

line outside. 

Kitchen 

sink, cooker, cupboard, table, chairs, 

fridge, microwave, plates, bowls, cups, 

saucers, cutlery, cooking utensils, scales 

and balance, timers, clock, kettle, teapot, 

lunch boxes, real or play food, recipe 

cards, curtains, washing machine, tins, 

containers and boxes of different shapes 

and sizes 

Living room 

sofa, TV, DVD player, magazine rack, 

paintings, flowers, cushions, newspaper, 

telephone and directory, books, mirror, 

address book, family photos, curtains 

Bedroom 

beds, cot, bedclothes, dolls, doll’s 

clothes, hats, shoes, socks, dressing 

table, mirror, wardrobe or clothes rail, 

hangers, drawers, suitcases, curtains 
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Experience Maths through Sand play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Make towered sandcastles and investigate 

how many you can stack on top of each 

other. 

 Make shapes or patterns in the sand. 

 Write numerals in the sand. 

 Count how many cups fill a container. 

 Fill a rubber glove with dry sand. Use ‘full’, 

‘empty’, ‘half full’, ‘half empty’ when 

observing the fingers and thumbs. 

 Talk about the shapes of containers. 

 Talk about the sizes of containers: bigger, 

biggest, smaller, smallest, taller, tallest, 

shorter, shortest. 

 Describe shapes: straight, curved, round, 

flat, shape, circle, square, triangle, 

rectangle. 

 Talk about the shapes of containers: 

curved, flat, shape, etc. 

 Can you find containers that hold the same 

amount of sand? 

 How many cups are needed to fill the jug? 

 Which is heavier (lighter) when full? Why? 

 Can you make these two containers weigh 

the same ? 

 Why do you need to add more to this 

bucket? 

 What have you discovered when building a 

sandcastle? 

 Which sandcastle is taller? 

 What can you tell me about the container? 

 What shape can you see on the container? 

 What can you tell me about the pattern? 

 A range of cups, spoons, jugs, 

buckets 

 Containers that are different 

shapes and sizes 

 Dry sand and wet sand 
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Experience Maths through Small world play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Print shapes and patterns to create 

curtains, bedclothes, etc. 

 Cut out curtains, bedspreads, table covers 

to fit. 

 Use language that develops pupils’ concept 

of time, such as ‘morning’, ‘night’. Change 

the window scene and clock to illustrate 

different times of the day. 

 Set the table for family members. 

 Drive around the number roads in the 

correct direction. 

 Build more houses and add house numbers. 

 Create number plates for toy cars. 

 Use flowers to make a pattern in the 

garden. 

 Use the ducks in the pond when singing 

Four Little Ducks. 

 Use small world people for Five Little 

Monkeys. 

 Build a wall using Lego for Two Little Dicky

-Birds. 

 Can you find the shoes, socks that are the 

same? 

 How do you know these socks are for the 

baby? 

 Why do you need to add more play dough 

to this side? 

 What have you discovered when using the 

scales? 

 How could you sort these cans? 

 Which shapes have you used in your 

picture? Why have you used a circle for the 

sun? 

 What can you tell me about the shapes 

(pattern) on the bedcover? 

 How many cups (plates, saucers) will you 

need? 

 How many will you need if I come for 

breakfast? 

 How many will you need if mother doesn’t 

come home for lunch today? 

 How many different numbers (shapes) can 

you find? 

Set up a doll’s house with a kitchen, 

living room and bedroom with path, 

garden and roads. Have small world 

people, animals, cars, etc. Objects and 

clothes should be of different lengths 

and sizes. 

Inside 

sink, cooker, cupboard, table, chairs, real 

or play food, curtains, washing machine, 

sofa, TV, DVD player, beds, cot, 

bedclothes, dressing table, mirror, 

wardrobe 

Outside 

numbered roads, cars, bikes and other 

vehicles, green fabric to represent the 

garden, fabric flowers for patterns, a 

pond and ducks in the garden, fabrics 

and paints for creating curtains, 

bedspreads, table covers, etc. 
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Experience Maths through Table top play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Order compare bears according to size, 

weight 

 Make patterns using pegs and pegboard 

 Explore spatial awareness through 

completing jigsaw puzzles 

 Make shape pictures 

 Order containers according to weight 

 Play pairs games 

 Play games from the units 

 How have you ordered these bears? 

 Can you make the scales balance? 

 Why do you need to add more to this side? 

 Which is longer, shorter? 

 What can you tell me about this pattern? 

 Look at this pattern? Can you continue it? 

 What can you tell me about your shape 

picture? 

 Why have you used a circle for the sun? 

 How are these cards the same, different? 

 How many do you think there are? 

 How many would there be if there were 

one more, one less? 

 Compare bears, balances, cubes 

and similar classroom resources 

 Pattern cards, pegs and pegboards 

 Jigsaw puzzles with different 

shapes, pictures and numbers of 

pieces 

 Gummed paper and other coloured 

paper cut into different sizes and 

shapes 

 Geometric shapes 

 Pairs games from the units: shapes, 

colours 

 Number socks game from the units, 

to explore all numbers 0 to 6 

 Build-a-wall game for pupils to use 

in pairs, laminated for use 

throughout the year 

 Three examples for each game 

should be prepared for use as part 

of the continuous provision 

 Ziploc bags with paint in can be 

used for pupils to practise number 

formation and recording answers 
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Experience Maths through Water play 

Activities Questioning Provision 

 Count how many cups fill a container. 

 Fill a rubber glove with water. Use ‘full’, 

‘empty’, ‘half full’, ‘half empty’ when 

observing the fingers and thumbs. 

 Talk about the shapes of containers. 

 Describe shapes: straight, curved, round, 

flat, shape, circle, square, triangle, 

rectangle. 

 Talk about the sizes of containers: bigger, 

biggest, smaller, smallest, taller, tallest, 

shorter, shortest. 

 Use language related to number. 

 Sing Four Little Ducks. 

 Play magnetic fishing with numbered 

ducks. Talk about the numbers on the 

ducks. 

 Can you find the containers that hold the 

same amount of water? 

 How many cups are needed to fill the jug? 

 Which is heavier (lighter) when full? Why? 

 Can you make these two containers weigh 

the same? 

 Why do you need to add more to this 

bucket? 

 What can you tell me about this container? 

 How many little ducks are there? 

 How many little ducks would there be if 

the one that went away came back? 

 A range of cups, spoons, jugs, 

buckets 

 Containers that are different 

shapes and sizes 

 Set the water tray as a river and 

have four ducks with numbers and 

laminated magnetic spots. Make 

some magnetic fishing rods to 

catch the ducks with. 


